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Cronquistôs woodyaster  
(Xylorhiza cronquistii ) is a white-
flowered, daisy-like member of the Sun-
flower family (Asteraceae or Composi-
tae) that is found only in Kane and Gar-
field Counties.  Genetic evidence 
strongly suggests that this species is of 
hybrid origin, involving a cross between 
Hurtleaf woodyaster ( X. tortifolia ) and 
Henrieville woodyaster ( X. confertifo-
lia ).  X.  cronquistii has narrow leaves 
like X. confertifolia , but short teeth and 
long-pointed involucre bracts like X. 
tortifolia .  Cronquistôs woodyaster is 
named in honor of Arthur Cronquist, 
one of the most famous American bota-
nists of the 20th Century, who first dis-
covered the Henrieville woodyaster 
while botanizing southern Utah in the 
1960s.  It typically grows on barren, 
rocky slopes of the Kaiparowits or 
Chinle formations and flowers in mid 
May to early June.  Illustration by Kaye 
Thorne from the Utah Rare Plant Field 
Guide. 




