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Salt Lake Chapter Trek to
the Beaver Dam
Mountains

By Bill Gray

In April, eight Salt Lake Chapter
members took a break from their
long winter and headed south as far
as they could get, actually ending up
just over the border in Arizona.
Somehow the Virgin River gorge and
that part of the Beaver Dam Moun-
tains feel as though they really be-
long in Utah.

Most of you have probably driven
through the gorge on Interstate 15
en route to/from Las Vegas or
Southern California, and have ad-
mired the steep rugged cliffs where
the river has carved its way down.
From a speeding car it is possible to
spot a few of the obvious standout
plants of the Mojave Desert i
Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia),
Creosote bush (arrea tridentata )
and rather modest specimens of Le-
conte's barrel cactus (Ferocactus
acanthodes var. lecontei).

But we wanted to take time to get
out and really experience first hand
the other unusual plants from this
area. In this we were very fortunate
to have one of the best possible
guides in Dr. Larry Higgins. Larry
grew up in the area, getting to know
it like the back of his hand. Al-
though he moved away to pursue his
doctorate and a career in botany, he
returned "home" a number of years
ago. As one of the principal authors
of A Utah Flora he presented a great
combination [continued on page 4]

Above: Crevice penstemon, Penstemon petiolatus, grows in
mostly inaccessible crevices in rugged limestone cliffs in

Ut ahbs Beaver Dam Mount ai ns.
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