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A plantôs eye-view (in this case the Rose-heath, Chaetopappa eri-
coides) of Chimney Rock in western Capitol Reef National Park. 
Photo by Maggie Wolf  

Capitol Reef National 
Park and its Flora 

 
By Walter & Laura Fertig  

 
     In a state synonymous with na-
tional parks, Capitol Reef remains 
one of Utahôs least known protected 
areas.  While cars are backed up try-
ing to get into Zion, Arches, or Bryce 
Canyon on most summer weekends 
(and often weekdays), one rarely 
experiences a traffic jam in Capitol 
Reef National Park.  Perhaps the 
parkôs relative anonymity stems 
from its isolation (located in south -
central Utah between Torrey and 

Hanksville along UT Hwy 24, Capi-
tol Reef is a little ways off the beaten 
path).  Or perhaps the area just isnôt 
well publicized.  Whatever the rea-
son, we canôt complain.  It is nice to 
hike without the madding crowds, to 
have room to ponder and muse at 
the overlooks, to find a parking 
space on the first try.  All the Utah 
parks enjoy indescribable beauty, 
but solitude allows us to penetrate 
that splendor more deeply. And 
what splendor there is here!   
     First and foremost, the beauty 
and character of Capitol Reef is 
shaped by its  geology.  The parkôs 
very name is derived from two geo-
logical     [continued on page 4] 

UNPS Spring Meeting in 
Capitol Reef National Park, 
sponsored by the Fremont 
Chapter, May 16-17.  See page 
5 for details. 
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Utah Native Plant Society 

Officers  
Co-Presidents:  Bill Gray (Salt Lake Co) 
   and Bill King (Salt Lake Co) 
Treasurer:  Celeste Kennard (Utah Co) 
Secretary:  Mindy Wheeler (Summit  
    Co) 
Board Chair: Larry Meyer (Salt Lake  
   Co) 
 
UNPS Board:  Walter Fertig (Kane Co), 
Robert Fitts (Utah Co), Susan Garvin 
(Utah Co), Marie Griffiths (Salt Lake 
Co), Ty Harrison (Salt Lake Co), Char-
lene Homan (Salt Lake Co), Kipp Lee 
(Salt Lake Co), Margaret Malm 
(Washington Co), Therese Meyer (Salt 
Lake Co), Jeff Mitchell (Utah Co), Leila 
Shultz (Cache Co), Maria Ulloa (Sevier 
Co), Dave Wallace (Cache Co), Maggie 
Wolf (Salt Lake Co), Loreen Woolsten-
hulme (Utah Co).  

 
Committees  

Communications:  Larry Meyer  
Conservation:  Bill King and Tony  
    Frates 

Education: Ty Harrison  
Horticulture:  Maggie Wolf  
Invasive Weeds:  Susan Garvin 
Rare Plants:  Walter Fertig 

 
Chapters and Chapter Presidents  
Cache:  Steve Ripple 
Escalante (Garfield Co):  Allysia Angus 
Fremont (Richfield area):  Rebecca  
    Harmon  
Manzanita (Kane Co):  Walter Fertig 
Mountain (Summit Co):  Mindy  
    Wheeler 
Price (Carbon Co):  Mike Hubbard 
Salt Lake:  Kipp Lee 
Southern (Washington Co):  Margaret  
    Malm  
Utah Valley (Utah Co):  Celeste Ken- 
    nard 
 
Website:  For late-breaking news, the 
UNPS store, the Sego Lily archives, 
Chapter events, links to other websites 
(including sources of native plants and 
the digital Utah Rare Plant Field 
Guide), and more, go to unps.org.  
Many thanks to Xmission for 
sponsoring our website.  
 
For more information on UNPS:  
Contact Bill King (582 -0432) or Susan 
Garvin (356-5108), or write to UNPS, 
PO Box 520041, Salt Lake City, UT, 
84152-0041 or email unps@unps.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

plete.  We know of only two issues 
that are missing: Volume 20, #6 
(1997) and Volume 21, #6 (1998). 
So, packrats please check your 
middens. The first person to come 
up with the missing items will re-
ceive a free copy of the CD. Send 
an email to Bill Gray at cyber-
flora@xmission.com. Copies will 
be scanned and returned 
promptly. Early volumes were ir-
regularly produced and numbered, 
so it is possible there are issues we 
don't even know about: If you have 
stashes from 1979 through 1985, 
please list them in an email so we 
can check against our records. 
     Special Members Meeting  
Our annual members meeting is 
scheduled for October 18th or 
25th  in Salt Lake City. This is 
when we elect our board of direc-
tors for the coming year. This time 
we are planning a bigger than av-
erage party at which we will look 
both backwards and forwards, at 
our past and our plans. We hope to  

Sego Lily Editor:  Walter Fertig 
(walt@kanab.net).  News items, arti-
cles, photos, and illustrations from 
members are always welcome.  The 
deadline for the July 2008 Sego Lily is 
15 June 2008 (Fatherôs Day!). 
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The Sego Lily is a publication of the 
Utah Native Plant  Society, a 501(c)(3) 
not-for -profit organization dedicated 
to conserving and promoting  steward-
ship of our native plants.  Use of con-
tent material is encouraged but re-
quires permission (except where ex-
empted by statute) and must be cor-
rectly credited and cited.  Articles, 
photographs and illustrations submit-
ted to us remain the property of the 
submitting individuals or organiza-
tions.  Submit permission requests to 
unps@unps.org.  We encourage read-
ers to submit articles for potential 
publication.  By submitting an article, 
an implicit license is granted to print 
the article in the newsletter or other 
UNPS publications for reprint without 
permission (in print and electronic 
media).  When submitting an article, 
please indicate whether it has been 
previously published or submitted for 
consideration to other publications . 

It's our Birthday  
 
     This year we celebrate our 30th 
anniversary! Back in 1978 a small 
group of people organized a society 
to further the cause of Utah's native 
plants, and in 2008 we plan several 
things by way of celebration. 
     Special Edition of Sego Lily  
In the Fall we shall devote a special 
issue to looking back at what we 
have accomplished over the past 30 
years, calling on our records and on 
the memories of some of our mem-
bers who have been active for the 
whole period of time.  
     Sego Lily  Archive  We are 
working on a total recall edition: a 
complete compendium of all issues 
from first to last. Only for the past 
several years do we have electronic 
versions, so we have to scan old pa-
per copies to create it. The final 
product will be a CD-rom readable 
on any computer. Thanks to a few 
major caches from Keith & Kathy 
Wallentine, Tony Frates, and Duane 
Atwood, we are about 99% com- 

have a great turnout of members 
who have played significant roles, 
from founding fathers and mothers 
to up-and-coming kids. Please mark 
your calendars and save the dates. 
     Where do we go from here?  
The world changes and we need to 
change with it.  In August our Board 
of Directors is planning to take time 
for looking ahead to the next 30 
years. How can we best adapt to new 
challenges that arise from things like 
global climate change and local po-
litical change? What will be the big 
issues in a few years? - Bill Gray  
 

Chapter News 
 

Cache: Native Plant Vegetative 
Plant Propagation Workshop: July 
10, 6:30 PM, with a possible second 
session July 12 at 10 AM. Learn how 
to propagate native plants from cut-
tings. We will provide an assortment 
of cuttings and supplies for raising 
them at home.  Some of the species 
will likely include Coyote willow,  


