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Sego Lily (Calochortus nuttallii ) 
is the state flower of Utah and has 
been the mascot of the Utah Native 
Plant Society since 1982.  Kaye 
Thorne rendered this illustration for 
the Utahôs Colorful Natives coloring 
book produced in 1981 by UNPS. The 
drawing was later used for the Sego 
Lily  masthead (above). Kaye Thorne 
was the first editor of the Utah Na-
tive Plant Society Newsletter (1978-
1980) and was active in Utah bot-
any for decades. She passed away in 
April 2004.  
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

tive talk on the early years of 
UNPS at the annual Utah Rare 
Plant Conference and was pre-
sented with the Societyôs Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his out-
standing work (see May issue of 
Sego Lily or http://www. unps.org  
/PAGES/news#atwood).  
     In recent years we have cycled 
among the three population cen-
ters of Utah Valley, Salt Lake, and 
Cache Valley, and it is the Salt 
Lake Chapterôs turn to host the 
2008 meeting.  This being our 
30th anniversary, we hope that as 
many people as possible will make 
a special effort to attend: we will  
do our best to arrange ñhome stayò 
accommodations for anyone trav-
eling from out of the area. 
     Our venue is the Sugarhouse 
Garden Center, 1602 East 2100 
South, Salt Lake City which has 
good meeting rooms and a large 
kitchen for heating and preparing 
food.  Arrive any time from 5:30 
PM to socialize and help get things 
set up.   We expect to start eating  
 

Sego Lily Editor:  Walter Fertig 
(walt@kanab.net).  The deadline for 
the January 2009 Sego Lily is 15 De-
cember 2008. 
 
Copyright 2008 Utah Native Plant 
Society.  All Rights Reserved 
 
The Sego Lily is a publication of the 
Utah Native Plant  Society, a 501(c)(3) 
not-for -profit organization dedicated 
to conserving and promoting  steward-
ship of our native plants.  Use of con-
tent material is encouraged but re-
quires permission (except where ex-
empted by statute) and must be cor-
rectly credited and cited.  Articles, 
photographs and illustrations submit-
ted to us remain the property of the 
submitting individuals or organiza-
tions.  Submit permission requests to 
unps@unps.org.  We encourage read-
ers to submit articles for potential 
publication.  By submitting an article, 
an implicit license is granted to print 
the article in the newsletter or other 
UNPS publications for reprint without 
permission (in print and electronic 
media).  When submitting an article, 
please indicate whether it has been 
previously published or submitted for 
consideration to other publications . 

UNPS News 

 
UNPS Annual Members Meet-
ing ,  Friday, November 7, 
2008 : Each year UNPS holds an 
annual members meeting which 
has traditionally included three 
main elements: a ñNew World Pot-
luckò lunch or supper featuring 
foods native to the Americas 
(classics include turkey, potatoes, 
tomatoes, yams, blueberries); a 
featured speaker who has some-
thing important to say about na-
tive plants and UNPS; a brief busi-
ness meeting at which the mem-
bers elect a Board of Directors for 
the following year.  
     Our speaker for this special oc-
casion will be Dr. Duane Atwood.  
Duane was one of the founding 
members of UNPS and its first 
President.  Over the years he has 
made many contributions to our 
understanding of Utahôs plants 
and worked on their behalf.  Ear-
lier this year he gave a retrospec- 

between 6:15 and 6:30.   
     To reach Sugarhouse Park from 
north or south, take the eastbound 
I -80 exit from I -15, and exit again 
at 1300 East (about 2 miles).  Pro-
ceed north by Sugarhouse Park, 
turn right on 2100 South.  The 
Garden Center is located in the 
extreme northeast corner of the 
park with its own parking lot (not 
accessible from Sugarhouse Park).  
For more details or questions, 
please email or call Bill Gray 
(cyberflora@xmission.com, 801-
532-3486).  - Dave Wallace 
 

 Chapter News 
 
Escalante (Garfield Co.):   The 
Escalante Chapter has been busy 
through the summer and fall tend-
ing Escalanteôs Main Street land-
scaping and having a Native Plant 
table at the annual Escalante Can-
yons Art Festival.  The October 
meeting featured a lively presenta-
tion from Theresa Overfield dis - 



3 

Sego Lily November 2008 31 (6) 

cussing a wide array of options to 
recycle using oneôs garden.  Our 
November meeting is scheduled 
for November 11 (speaker TBA).  
The annual Holiday meeting is 
scheduled for December 9 and will 
be hosted by Allysia Angus.   
- Allysia Angus  
 
Fremont (Richfield Area):  
This has been a busy summer for 
the Fremont Chapter.  We have 
focused on establishing a native 
plant garden at Sam Stowe Camp- 
ground in the Fremont Indian 
State Park.  The garden site is 
spectacular with red cliffs, pocked 
and sculpted into a myriad of 
imaginative shapes, including sev-
eral small arches.  Along the walls 
to the west of the garden are In-
dian petroglyphs.  To introduce 
the public to this new facility  
we organized "Celebrate the Wild" 
on October 4.  We had guided 
tours of the garden, children's 
crafts and activities,  native plant 
sale,  presentations on using cat-
tails for food and utility,   land-
scaping and design, and do's 
and don'ts of seed collecting.  We 
offered door prizes donated by 
local businesses and prepared de-
licious food to sell.  Despite the 
cold weather and rain during the 
day, we had a few visitors and 
were able to share our vision for 
xeriscaping. Susan Meyer pro-
vided many beautiful plant 
tags.  During one of the breaks in 
the rain, Maria Ulloa guided mem-
bers and visitors on a short hike 
up Sam Stowe Canyon to observe 
the many native varieties that 
grace the canyon along the 
creek.  Particularly interesting was 
the rare, robust Angelica wheeleri .  
The garden at Sam Stowe, al-
though just started this Spring, is 
thriving --especially the several 
varieties of Penstemon.  We have 
applied for Heritage Garden 
Status.  We invite UNPS members 
across the State to stop by for a 
visit.   Any visitors must check in at 
the Park Headquarters before go-
ing to the Campground area.ð
Janet Nielson 

Manzanita (Kane Co.): On No-
vember 3, Dennis Bramble of the  

March 16-20, 2009: Southwest 
Rare Plant Conference , Salt 
Lake City, U T.  The Utah Native 
Plant Society will be hosting the 
next Southwest Rare Plant Confer-
ence (which will incorporate the 
annual Utah Rare Plant Task 
Force Conference). The event enti-
tled Changing Landscapes in the 
Southwest will be held in Salt 
Lake City, Utah on the University 
of Utah campus from March 16 
through 20, 2009. Topics will in-
clude rare plant biology and bio-
geography (in the Southwest re-
gion as well as Utah), plant com-
munity and ecological restoration, 
climate change issues and others. 
Format will include posters, oral 
presentations, and special topic 
breakout sessions.  
     Dr. Noel Holmgren of the New 
York Botanical Garden and co-
author of the Intermountain Flora 
will be the conference keynote 
speaker.  His topic will be ñPlant 
Geography of the Intermountain 
Region and Connections with the 
Southwestò. 
     UNPS is currently soliciting 
abstracts for oral or poster presen-
tations for the conference.  To 
submit an abstract, register, or 
learn more about the conference, 
go to the unps.org and follow the 
links.       
     Please consider attending the 
conference, submitting an ab-
stract, or passing word along to 
friends, students, and colleagues. 

 
Winter Botany Walk .  The In-
termountain Herbarium is pleased 
to announce a winter botany walk 
along the Logan River in beautiful 
Logan Canyon to look at woody 
plants and vines in their winter 
glory and discuss their identifying 
features without leaves.  The event 
will be on Saturday November 8 at 
10:00 AM.  Meet at the parking lot 
for the Stokes Nature Center in 
Logan Canyon. We will begin our 
walk there prior to crossing the 
highway to the river trail. In case 
of severe inclement weather please 
watch for change of day/time at 
the herbarium's website (http://
herbarium.usu.edu/ ).  - Michael 
Piep 

University of Utah will be speaking 
to our chapter on his research on 
unusual symbiotic relationships 
between plants and insects in 
southern Utah. The meeting will 
be held at 7PM in the conference 
room of the Grand Staircase-
Escalante Visitor Center in historic 
downtown Kanab.  In December, 
our meeting will be a reprise of 
botanical movie night, with a dou-
ble feature of an educational video 
and a campy sci-fi flick.  - W. Fer-
tig  

Southern (Washington Co): 
Rick Heflebower of Utah State 
University Extension, will discuss 
tree care as it relates to planting, 
pruning, mulching, etc. at our No-
vember 3rd meeting at Spring-
daleôs Community Center. - Bar-
bara Farnsworth  

Utah County : The chapter is 
planning a meeting on January 16, 
6:30 pm.   The meeting will be held 
at the Monte L. Bean Museum, in 
one of their meeting rooms.  We 
hope to have a talk by Ron Kass, 
who recently took a trip to Mount 
Kilimanjaro.   He says the talk will 
center on the effects of climate 
change.  We will also have election 
of officers.  
     Celeste Kennard is retiring as 
president, so we will need to elect 
a new president and vice president 
and find folks willing to help with 
arranging programs and with pub-
licity.   Please contact Celeste at 
celeste.p.kennard@gmail.com or 
sgarvin@xmission.com (Susan 
Garvin Fitts) if you have ideas for 
programs, would be willing to help 
with publicity or preside over our 
chapter, or would like to help lead 
a field trip or help in any other 
way. ïSusan Fitts 

 

Bulletin Board  
 

Lifetime Member Update :  Mary 
Sohn and Kay Senzee who in-
creased our lifetime membership 
roster to 32 in October 2008ï 
thank you!  Over 25 of our lifetime 
memberships have occurred in the 
past six years and they have been a 
source of much appreciated sup-
port.ðTony Frates  
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Utah Native Plant Society 

The Origin of the Utah Native Plant Society 
By Dick Hildreth  

 
     As the plane from San Jose, Cali-
fornia, settled down over the Great 
Salt Lake, my head was filled with 
many questions, but most of all the 
uncertainty of this whole trip.  It 
began early in 1977 with a phone call 
from Dr. John M. Tucker, my former 
major professor and director of the 
Arboretum at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis.  (John passed away 
July 5, 2008 at the age of 92.)  He 
apologized for calling so late in the 
process, but he urged me to go check 
out a new position as director of the 
State Arboretum of Utah, at the Uni-
versity of Utah.  He had recom-
mended me for the position without 
telling me and now the selection 
committee was down to three candi-
dates.  It turns out that Dr. Walter P. 
Cottam, emeritus from the Biology 
Department, was a long-time friend 
who shared a mutual interest with 
Dr. Tucker in the genus Quercus, the 
oaks.  In 1962 the Arboretum at UC 
Davis established a 20 acre plot 
dedicated to an oak collection and 
named for the founder of the cam-
pus, Peter J. Shields.  As superinten-
dent of cultivations in the Arbore-
tum I was responsible for propagat-
ing and planting the collection. In 
2007 the grove was included in the 
North American Plant Collections 
Consortium for international teach-
ing and research.  In 1964 Dr. Cot-
tam brought some seedlings of his 
new artificial hybrids between Quer-
cus macrocarpa and Q. gambelii , 
which are still growing in Shields 
Grove.   
     The first question of course was 
about the new position at the Uni-
versity of Utah.  Meeting me at the 
airport was someone I had never 
met.  Mike Alder was a member of 
the State Arboretum Advisory Board 
(Cottam was chairman) and a mem-
ber of the interview committee.  He  
was a tall, intense young man who 
had recently started a new company: 
NPI (Native Plants Incorporated).  
From the airport we drove to his 
research and production facilities, 
including a house as office/lab (all 
rented).  He showed me his first suc-
cessful ñcropò ï 10,000 very healthy 
seedlings of Mahonia    

repens.  There was no local market 
interested, so I suggested that he 
name his own price and ship them 
all to California, where they sold 
immediately.  Mike became a good 
friend and colleague.  Because of 
my interest and past experience 
with oaks and managing the Arbo-
retum at UC Davis I made it 
through the interview process at 
the University of Utah and spent a 
very happy and productive twenty-
two years there, including the re-
alization of a dream ï the found-
ing of Red Butte Garden and Arbo-
retum.  NPI was the only source 
for Utah native plants for land-
scape use for some years. 
     Question two was whether or 
not there was a native plant dis-
play garden.  The answer: not 
really, although NPI had some re-
search demonstration plots at the 
new location for the nursery in 
Sandy and some plantings at local 
schools. In later years, thanks to 
the efforts of Dr. Susan Meyer and 
many UNPS volunteers, successful  

Above: Mahonia repens by Kaye 
Thorne from a  January 1982 issue 
of the Sego Lily. 
 
 
seed germination workshops were  
conducted in various locations along 
the Wasatch Front.  The plants pro-
duced were incorporated into nu-
merous collaborative demonstration 
gardens with schools, communities, 
and agencies.  Next to the ongoing 
work with Utahôs rare and endan-
gered plant species, this horticul-
tural endeavor has generated con-
siderable interest in our native 
plants and brought many new mem-
bers into our fold.  
     The third question in my mind 
was whether there was an active na-
tive plant society.  The answer was 
no, but people were generally inter-
ested.  I had just helped start the 
Santa Clara Valley Chapter of the 
California Native Plant Society in 
1976 and the organizational booklet 
we produced was a good model to 
follow.  There was a large local  
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vited to the opening exploratory 
meeting.  Botanists from UU, BYU, 
USU, the forest service, BLM, 
natural history museums, nature 
centers,  landscape architects, city 
parks people and students were 
included. As the keynote speaker I 
invited Lt. Governor David S. Mon-
son (Governor Matheson was not 
available). 
      As the hour drew near for the 
meeting to start, we all had the jit-
ters wondering if anyone would 
show up.  If not there were a lot of 
refreshments to consume.  Little by 
little the seats filled and groups 
congregated in discussion.  The 
final tally was 125!  My memory of 
details is dim now, but the pro-
gram proceeded something like 
this: I made the initial welcome 
and explained why we were gath-
ered.  Following introductions, the 
Lt. Gov. made a presentation  

welcoming us and encouraging the 
formation of the UNPS.  
     Dr. Stan Welsh outlined what a 
UNPS should encompass (this talk 
was expanded and published in a 
later issue of the Sego Lily, the 
journal of the UNPS). Dr. Duane  
Atwood was appointed/elected as 
the first president and a number of 
others as the first board of direc-
tors.  I donôt know if a copy of the 
program still exists, or the text of 
any presentations.  There may be a 
list of attendees in some memberôs 
files.  All in all the meeting was a 
success and the UNPS was 
launched. 
    It has been particularly gratify-
ing to me to see the growth in the 
society, the participation, pro-
grams, research and education, 
and rare and endangered species  
work.  Of course none of it would 
be possible without the dedication 
of many volunteers. Life members 
represent a serious commitment.  
So many people have stepped in 
when help was needed.  Now with 
nine chapters statewide even more 
people will become aware of the 
beauty of our native plants, par-
ticipate in workshops, and learn 
about propagation, planting, and 
landscape use of natives.  Others 
will be interested in using art and 
photo skills to capture a scene or a 
close-up of a specific flower; some 
may be interested in using certain 
natives in cooking, as medicine, or 
for perfume.  Volunteers are al-
ways needed to help eradicate nox-
ious weeds from crowding out our 
natives.  Whatever your interest, 
come join us and share your joy of 
native plants. 
     I look forward to joining mem-
bers and guests as we celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the Utah Na-
tive Plant Society on Nov. 7, 2008, 
at the Sugar House Park garden 
center in Salt Lake City.  This is 
the traditional ñnew world pot-
luckò feast for our Annual Mem-
bers Meeting.  Dr. Duane Atwood, 
the first UNPS president and re-
cent recipient of a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the soci-
ety, will be the keynote speaker.  
Hopefully Duane can fill in the 
gaps in my memory of our first 
meeting in 1978! 

group called the Utah Nature Study 
Society started by Dr. Stanley Mu-
laik and his wife Dottie.  I was con-
cerned that a new native plant group 
would duplicate or compete with 
them.  The Mulaikôs assured me the 
goals were quite different and they 
would welcome a new native plant 
society. 
     Now we (a 2-person staff at the 
State Arboretum and I) set out to 
organize the UTAH NATIVE PLANT 
SOCIETY.  The first reality check for 
me was that I was the new kid on the 
block and besides: what did I know 
about Utah native plants?  So I 
made a trip to Provo and BYU to ask 
Dr. Stanley L. Welsh if he would co-
found the UNPS with me.  The next  
step was to plan an organizational 
meeting at the University of Utah in 
September of 1978.  An auditorium 
with 300 seats was reserved.   Peo-
ple from around the state were in- 

Above: Dick Hildreth (right) receiving the UNPS Lifetime Achievement 
Award from UNPS President Bill King, March 3, 2005 at Red Butte Gar-
den.  Photo by Tony Frates. 
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Utah Native Plant Society 

By Bill King, UNPS co-President 
 
     A dozen members of the UNPS 
Board met on the Utah State Univer-
sity campus in Logan for a 5 hour 
retreat on August 2nd of this year.  
We reviewed UNPSôs mission state-
ment, goals, thirty year history, and 
our hopes for the future.  Thanks go 
out to Dave Wallace and Leila Shultz 
for making the arrangements.  I am 
sure that everyone in attendance 
learned something about our history 
that they didnôt know before.  My 
own involvement with UNPS only 
goes back about half way (15 years), 
when Dick Hildreth recruited me.  
In this article I would like to share 
with you some of the high points 
and low points of the last 15 years.  
     UNPS has always been centered 
in Northern Utah with most early 
board meetings being held in Salt 
Lake.  In recent years the board has 
felt it important to move board 
meetings and the Annual Meeting 
around, holding meetings in Logan, 
Provo, Ogden, Park City as well as 
Salt Lake. The board also tries to 
have one meeting in Southern Utah 
every year.  The latest innovation is 
having board members participate 
by telephone conference call. 
     The UNPS charter allowed for 
chapters from the very start.  The 
number of chapters has waxed and 
waned over the years, the Logan and 
Provo chapters being the strongest.  
Recently, several new chapters in 
southern Utah have shown amazing 
enthusiasm. Until the last several 
years, the Salt Lake Chapter was 
essentially an arm of the state board, 
which was too busy with other mat-
ters.  Kip Lee and Bill Gray have 
given the Salt Lake Chapter inde-
pendence, new emphasis, and great 
programs. 
     From the very beginning of 
UNPS, priority was given to saving 
Utahôs rare plants. The Bearclaw 
Poppy, Arctomecon humilis , was 
listed as Endangered on November 
6, 1979.  In March of 1983, Tony 
Frates and others launched a cam-
paign to save the Bearclaw Poppy.  
However, the rapid growth of St. 
George (one of the fastest growing 
cities in the US in the last 15 years) 

UNPS History, the Last 15 Years 

has overwhelmed our best efforts 
and without question the Bearclaw 
Poppy is closer to extinction today 
than when we began our efforts.  
     From 1979 until 1988, UNPS 
sponsored rare plant meetings of 
botanists, agency personnel and 
other informed citizens.  This 
function was taken over by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service for a 
time, but then fell apart.  UNPS, in 
cooperation with Red Butte Gar-
den, reactivated these annual 
meetings in the late 1990s.  These 
get-togethers of 30 to 50 of the 
stateôs most knowledgeable plant  

Above: Dwarf Bearclaw Poppy 
(Arctomecon humilis ), probably 
Utahôs most highly threatened na-
tive plant species, is known only 
from gypsiferous soils in the imme-
diate vicinity of St. George in SW 
Utah.  Illustration by Kaye Thorne, 
originally from the Utahôs Colorful 
Natives coloring book, printed by 
UNPS in 1981.   
 
 
enthusiasts have become a great 
source of information and commu-
nication about rare plants.  
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     In an effort to encourage the use 
of native plants and save water in 
our gardens, Susan Meyer and 
Susan Garvin developed the Utah 
Heritage Garden Program.  The first 
demonstration garden was built at 
Wasatch Elementary School in 
Provo in 1998.  At its peak, some 15 
gardens were set up all over the 
state.  While a number of the gar-
dens have petered out for lack of 
strong local sponsorship, these gar-
dens helped set off a native garden-
ing revolution that continues today.  
One problem encountered was not 
having a good supply of Utah native 
plants available to the public.  Na-
tive plant propagation workshops 
were held all over the state.  Subse-
quently Susan Meyer and others 
helped start the Intermountain Na-
tive Plant Growers Association to 
ensure an adequate supply. 
     I remember well the night that I 
received a call from one Tony Frates, 
not quite 10 years ago, saying that 
he used to be on the board and ac-
tive in UNPS and that he would now 
like to donate some 6-8 hours a 
week.  Wow, I thought, this is won-
derful; little did I know how won-
derful.  Since that night, Tony has 
worked tirelessly developing a great 
UNPS web site for us, keeping it 
fresh and much more.  For years, 
UNPS members had talked about 
updating the blue rare plant book*.  
Tony not only spearheaded the pro-
ject, but put it on the web. Tony has 
also been instrumental in building 
alliances with other organizations 
such as the Center for Native Eco-
system and The Nature Conser-
vancy.  
     Non-native weeds present a big 
challenge to our local flora.  Weed 
warriors Susan Garvin and Therese 
Meyer have worked diligently to in-
crease awareness and action to stop 
the invasion of the likes of Yellow 
Star-thistle and Donkey Spurge.  
     One of the most controversial acts 
of the Clinton Administration was to 
designate the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument in 
1996.  A team of botanists and biolo-
gists was brought in by the BLM to 
survey the new monument and as-
sess range conditions.  Among them 
 
*a.k.a. The hard copy version of the 
Utah Rare Plant Field Guide . 

them were Walt Fertig and his wife 
Laura.  After the massive survey 
was completed, the Fertigs re-
mained in Kanab, much to our 
benefit.  Several years ago, Walt 
took over as the editor of our 
newsletter, the Sego Lily.  He has 
revamped, enlarged, and improved 
its content.  
     Perhaps the lowest point in the 
last 15 years was when the board 
realized that our original charter, 
which was incorporated December  

19, 1978, was allowed to expire on 
December 31, 1996. UNPS was 
reincorporated September 13, 
1999, thanks largely to the efforts 
of Therese and Larry Meyer.    
     There have been many other 
members that have helped out in 
the last 15 years that I have failed 
to write about. But it is fair to say 
that UNPS would not continue to 
persist and grow if it were not for 
the contributions of all of its won-
derful members.  Thanks to all. 

Above: Dwarf Bearclaw Poppy photo by W. Fertig. This Endangered plant 
has received significant attention from UNPS since the 1980s.  UNPS pro-
duced an educational pamphlet and film strip for school children, funded 
research on population demographics and life history by BYU graduate 
student Deanna Nelson, and helped promote and fund efforts by The Na-
ture Conservancy to preserve habitat at White Dome outside St. George.  

 
Excerpt: Bearclaw Poppy Bulletin 

 

By David Wallace, June 1987 
 

     Several people have questioned the wisdom of attracting attention to Arc-
tomecon humilis .  We do not do this for our other endangered plants and 
they fear that it may actually precipitate destructive acts.  This is a good time 
to explain the UNPS policy on this issue: 
     Arctomecon humilis, the Bearclaw Poppy, is an example of a plant well 
along the path to extinction.  This is not due to natural circumstances.  It is 
manôs activities that are doing the damage.  Off-road vehicles are grinding it 
into oblivion in some locations, but the real threat is from development.  
Freeway construction, the state roadshed and the expansion of Bloomington 
have destroyed far more plants than motorcyclists have. 
     This plant will escape extinction only if the local people want it to be 
saved, but this canôt happen until they learn about it.  Problems of motorcy-
cles and incidental vandalism will be resolved when the people learn to 
value the poppy and its continued existence. 
     Utah Native Plant Society activities are directed toward this goal, which 
means promoting news coverage, distributing brochures, developing school 
education programs, and encouraging involvement by local residents. 
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Utah Native Plant Society 

By Walter Fertig  
 

     Starting a new non-profit or pub-
lic interest organization typically 
follows a five-step process: identify-
ing a need, convening a core group 
of organizers, formulating by -laws, 
attracting members or participants 
to an inaugural event, and ulti-
mately sending everyone a newslet-
ter.  Elsewhere in this issue, Dick 
Hildreth has summarized the first 
four steps of the process as they ap-
plied to the founding of the Utah 
Native Plant Society in 1978.  My 
task is to elaborate on the fifth step 
and chronicle the history of the Soci-
etyôs flagship publication, the Sego 
Lily , from its inception to the cur-
rent day.  This presents something 
of a challenge as, unlike Dick Hil-
dreth, I was not present to witness 
the early events firsthand.*  Fortu-
nately, my work has been greatly 
assisted through the efforts of Bill 
Gray and other UNPS packrats who 
have preserved a nearly complete 
archive of past newsletters (now 
conveniently scanned and preserved 
on cd-rom).  
     So the following is a rough chro-
nology of significant events from the 
past three decades, interspersed 
with excerpts and illustrations 
gleaned from the archives: 
 
1978 -1981 Utah Native Plant 
Society Newsletter  
      Volume 1 Number 1 of the Utah 
Native Plant Society Newsletter  
appeared in November 1978.  Edited 
by Kaye Thorne, the initial issue in-
cluded a brief summary of the Soci-
etyôs first meeting, a list of board  
 
 
*truth be told, I was a high school fresh-
man in Granby, Connecticut in the fall of 
1978. 

Top: First masthead of the Utah 
Native Plant Society Newsletter in 
1978.  The four-merous flower 
with only four obvious stamens 
and notched petals presents a 
challenge for identification. Most 
likely, it is just a generic flower 
and not meant to represent an 
actual Utah plant species.  
 
 
members, some announcements of 
upcoming events, a one-page syn-
opsis of two Utah endemics just 
listed as Threatened or Endan-
gered under the US Endangered 
Species Act (Astragalus perianus 
and Phacelia argillacea ), and a 
membership flyer.  In all, the issue 
consisted of three pages of typed 
and handwritten copy.  It remains, 
to this day, the shortest issue ever 
produced. 
     The masthead of the first two 
issues featured a mystery flower 
with four petals and four stamens 
(perhaps representing Camissonia 
exilis, a rare Colorado Plateau en-
demic or Draba verna , an uncom-
mon weed).  In March 1979, editor 
Thorne announced a contest to 
select a proper logo for the news-
letter and provided line drawings 
of the four finalists: Maguireôs 
Primrose (Primula maguirei ), 
Cave Primrose (Primula specui-
cola), Utah Penstemon 
(Penstemon utahensis), and Dwarf 
Bearclaw Poppy (Arctomecon hu-
milis ).  Surprisingly, Sego lily 
(Calochortus nuttallii ) was not 
among the finalists chosen at a 
UNPS membership meeting!  Utah 
Penstemon was selected the win-
ner, and an illustration done in the 
style of a woodcut from a Medieval 
herbal graced the cover of the Sep-
tember 1979 issue.  Two other ver-
sions of Penstemon utahensis  

appeared on the masthead until 
Thorneôs original drawing became 
the official logo in October 1980. 
     The March 1979 issue featured 
the text of Dr. Stanley Welshôs ad-
dress to the first meeting of UNPS in 
September 1978.  Welsh provided an 
historical overview of Utah botany 
and discussed some potential goals 
and objectives for the fledgling soci-
ety.  ñReasons for the existence of 
such a societyò wrote Welsh ñémust 
revolve around its capacity to pro-
vide information, to serve as a 
sounding board, to provide reason, 
and to stimulate and encourage the 
formulation of knowledge.  We can 
provide an arena for interaction 
where private, public, federal and 
institutional professionals and inter-
ested informed amateurs, can meet 
to arrive at understanding.ò Welsh 
also recommended that UNPS en-
courage further botanical explora-
tion of the state, promote education 
on perpetuation of native plant spe-
cies and communities in nature and 
under cultivation, compile lists and 
life history data on rare and endan-
gered plant species, and work with 
the legislature to protect endangered 
plants on state lands.  ñWe are inter-
ested in preservation and under-
standingò Welsh concluded ñnot 
merely for the sake of those objec-
tives, but to allow for a fuller appre-
ciation of life and of living things as 
appurtenances to that fitful fever 
which marks the existence of each of 
us.ò 
     Over the next few years UNPS 
began moving in the direction rec-
ommended by Welsh.  New chapters 
were established in Salt Lake City in 
August 1979, Northern Utah (Cache 
County) in March 1980, and Cedar 
City in April 1980 (the latter group 
lasted only a few months).  Individ-
ual chapters sponsored meetings  

Thirty Years of the Sego Lily 
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Top, above and below: Three early 
mastheads from 1979-1980 featur-
ing UNPSôs first official mascot, the 
Utah Penstemon (Penstemon uta-
hensis).  The artists were not attrib-
uted. 

Selected Titles from the Sego 
Lily Archives  

 
1978 
Astragalus perianus  and Phacelia ar- 
   gillacea  
 
1979 
Goals and Objectives of the Utah Native 
   Plant Society 
Sunflowers 
 
1980 
Utah Threatened and Endangered  
   Plants 
US Forest Service Research Natural  
   Area Program 
Native Pharmacopoeia of the Eastern  
   Great Basin 
Vegetation of the Henry Mountains  
 
1981 
On a Utah Herbarium Index  
Recommendations for Rare Plant Des-  
   ignation  
Mormon Lilies (by John Muir)  
Wildflower Photography ï Chapter 1 
Mountain Lover ( Paxistima ) 
Utah Rare Plants ï 1976 to 1982 
Wildflower Photography ï The 2nd Most  
   Important Piece of Equipment  
Landscaping Naturally  
Naturally Native ï Curlleaf Mountain  
   Mahogany 
No Threatened or Endangered Plants in  
   the Henry Mountain Coal Study Area? 
Noteworthy 1981 Utah Plant Collections 
Naturally Native ï Bearberry, Kinni - 
   kinnick  
Wildflower Photography ï Getting the  
   Subject to Cooperate & Coping with  
   the Elements 
 
1982 
Naturally Native ï Creeping Oregon  
   Grape 
Wildflower Photography ï Getting  
   Started 
Report on Utah Rare/Threatened/  
   Endangered Plant Conference 
Discovering the Utah Natives - Ephraim  
   Canyon 
Naturally Native ï Sulphur Flower  
Wildflower Watch  
From the Mulch Pile  
Wildflower Photography ï Human Vi - 
   sion vs Camera Vision 
Early Spring Flowers of the Uinta Basin 
Naturally Native ï Fringed Sage 
Discovering the Utah Natives ï Green  
   Canyon, Cache Valley 
Discovering the Utah Natives ï Kai- 
   parowits Plateau ï Smokey Mountain 
Discovering the Utah Natives ï Deep  
   Creek Mountains 
Discovering the Utah Natives ï South  
   Slope of the Uinta Mountains  

and local events, including guest 
lectures, nature hikes, and seed col-
lecting forays.  UNPS sponsored its 
first statewide field trip with an 
early spring 1980 expedition to the 
Coral Pink Sand Dunes north of 
Kanab.  Beginning in January 1980, 
the Rare Plant Committee of UNPS 
published its first list of 143 criti-
cally endangered, endangered, 
threatened, and sensitive plants of 
Utah.  By March of 1980, member-
ship in the Society had grown to 72 
members, all of whom were kept 
informed of UNPS activities through 
the newsletter. 
     In the early years, the Utah Na-
tive Plant Society Newsletter  ap-
peared on an irregular and infre-
quent schedule.  Just a single issue 
was published in 1978, followed by 
two in 1979, and four in 1980.  Find-
ing sufficient content to fill an issue 
was a common problem that would 
continue to plague future editors for 
years.  Articles pertaining to endan-
gered species dominated the early 
issues, several of which were pulled 
from the newsletters of other native 
plant societies.  Original articles by 
UNPS stalwarts and family also ap-
peared, including a description of 
US Forest Service Research Natural 
Areas by UNPS President Duane 
Atwood, ñNative pharmacopeia of 
the eastern Great Basinò by Janet 
Hugie Smith (Kaye Thorneôs sister), 
and ñVegetation of the Henry Moun-
tainsò by Elizabeth Neese. 


