January 2010
Vol. 33, No. 1

In this issue:

Smooth as a Daisy, Pretty as an
Aster, and Still Here: Erigeron
glabellus in Salt Lake and Davis

Counties.................... |
ChapterNews . ................ D
BulletinBoard. . ............... 3
Every Species Counts: The Deer

Creek Bio-blitz . . ............. 6
The Real SagesSalvia . ......... 1]

Left: Smooth fleabane (Erigeron
glabellus) by Tony Frates

Smooth as a Daisy, Pretty as an Aster, and Still Here:
Erigeron glabellus in Salt Lake and Davis Counties

By Tony Frates

When authors of printed floras , with their highly limited space, dangle tantalizing tidbits relating to
the rarity or lack of current information about a given native plant species, the antenna of interested readers begin to
twitch.
In the Flora of the Central Wasatch Front (an account of specimens housed at the Garrett Herbarium on the Uni-
versity of Utah campus and further restricted to collections in mainly Salt Lake and Davis counties) by Lois Arnow,
Beverly Albee, and Ann Wyckoff, such a comment was made about Smooth fleabane (or daisy)Erigeron glabellus
Nuttall. That offering was: iNot reported from higher
Such highly appreciated comments have been known to cause madness in certain native plant obsessed individu-
als.
On Saturday, June 6, 2009, such an individual decided that instead of working in front of a [continued on page 4]
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The Sego Lily is a publication of the
Utah Native Plant Society, a 501(c)(3)
not-for -profit organization dedicated
to conserving and promoting steward-
ship of our native plants. Use of con-
tent material is encouraged but re-
quires permission (except where ex-
empted by statute) and must be cor-
rectly credited and cited. Articles,
photographs and illustrations submit-
ted to us remain the property of the
submitting individuals or organiza-
tions. Submit permission requests to
unps@unps.org. We encourage read-
ers to submit articles for potential
publication. By submitting an article,
an implicit license is granted to print
the article in the newsletter or other
UNPS publications for reprint without
permission (in print and electronic
media). When submitting an article,
please indicate whether it has been
previously published or submitted for
consideration to other publications .

Chapter News

Escalante: On December 8, the
chapter held its annual Christmas
party at the Pris
Members braved 8 inches of fresh
snow to attend and donated over 65
food items for the Care and Share
program.

We have a full slate of meetings
planned for early 2010. On Tues-
day, January 12th, Deborah
McLaughlin, USU extension secre-
tary, will discuss extending the
growing season using greenhouses,
cold frames, and raised beds. On
Tuesday, February 9th, Alan Titus,
paleontologist with the Grand Stair-
case Escalante National Monument
wi || talk about
At eod. Bot h
the BLM-Interagency Visitor Center
at the west end of town at 7 PMd
Harriet Priska

Manzanita (Kane County):
Monday, January 11: Dr. Mark
Miller of the US Geological Survey
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Biological Resources Division, will
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southern Utah. These include
monitoring of the endangered
Shivwits milkvetch, tracking inva-
sive weeds in Washington County,
studying impacts of fire on soils in
the Milford Flats area, and analyz-
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ing effects of range management
activities on soil properties. The
meeting will be held at 7 PM at the
new Southwest Applied Technology
College at 733 South Cowboy Way
(across from the Kanab Middle
School and behind the high school).
Please note this is a different loca-
tion than usual.

Wade Parsons from the Grand
Staircase Escalante Partners group
spoke to our group in November on
a project involving the Grand Stair-
case and Kanab High School stu-
dents in growing native plants for
restoration in the high school green-
house. This was followed by a short
presentation that | gave on the Deer
Creek bio-blitz project (discussed in

u r éven more detail in the article start-
a t ing on page 6 of this issue)d W.

Fertig

Southwestern:  Monday, January
4, 2010, Rick Heflebower, USU Ex-
tension Horticulture and Natural
Resources specialist, is presenting a
program designed to answer those



mid -winter questions about water-
ing, pruning, mulching, and more.
He also will inspire us with ways to
get a start on those early spring
chores: seed planting, preparing
gardens, and insect control.
Monday, February 1, 2010: Dr.
Larry Higgins, Dixie State Professor
of Botany, will share his extensive
knowl edge of Ut ah
focusing on our southern area.
Both programs will be at 7 PM at the
Springdale Canyon Community Cen-
ter.d Barbara Farnsworth

0

Utah Valley:  Our next member
meeting will be on Friday, January
22 at 7 PM at Cel
house located at 160 N 400 E, in
Provo. We have lots of ideas for
next year. Do you like to go on plant
hikes? Or like to garden with na-
tives? Or have a canyon you have
adopted or a plant you are especially
concerned about? Maybe you want
to |l earn more abou
plants or our Heritage Garden pro-
gram? Come to this evening pro-
gram and enjoy a look at what we
have done in the past year and help
us plan this year
Celeste for more information (377-
5918) or email celeste@byu.edu.

If you have not seen it yet, we will
have a copy of the new bookiLand-
scaping on the New Frontier 0
Waterwise Design for the Inter-
mountain West at the meeting.

Robert Fitts and Susan Garvin
Fitts have been working in the Uinta
Basin for the last 3 years and will be
sharing some of their research with
us. Robert will present a talk enti-
tl ed ATwo rare
shale |l ando on
at the Monte L Bean Life Science
Museum on the BYU campus (645
East 1430 North in Provo). We will
meet for a potluck dinner at 6 PM at
the museum and the presentation
will begin at 6:45 PM.

We will also be starting up our
Plants and Preschoolers hikes again
this spring, once the flower-produc-
ing weather returns. April Jensen
has compiled a great list of hikes for
the Utah County area complete with
directions and what plants you are
likely to encounter. Make sure to
email me if you want to be included
in our weekly hike bulletin. 8 Celeste
Kennard
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Bulletin Board
Fremont Chapter Publishes 2010 Wildflower Calendar

The Fremont Chapter 2010 calen-
dar is ready to order just in time for
holiday giving. Celebrate the Wild
calendar is a unique gift that the wa-
s ter yige gprdeger and natiyg plant
enthusiast will enjoy all year long.
(See the sample page below to
arouse your curiosity and nudge you
to purchase a calendar and see just
how marvelous the other 11 months
are!) The price is the same as last
year- $10.00 each or $8.00 for 10 or more; plus shipping $1.75 for each
slendak e nnar do

We would I|ke to thank aII of the gardeners who contributed photos of
their gardens and their special native plants. The goal of producing the
calendar is to promote and support native plants and water wise garden-
ing throughout the Intermountain West.

To order your calendar, please send a check or money order to:
Fremont Chapter UNPS, c/o Janet Nielson, PO Box 104, Elsinore, UT
84724. Or email jbnielson@sisna.com, phone: 435-527-4866, or email

t jangti@yvidigndnuisery,com, phone: 435 -527-1234 or 801-599-9055
-Fremont Chapter Calendar Committee
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Smooth as a Daisy, Pretty as an Aster, and Still Here:
Erigeron glabellus in Salt Lake and Davis Counties

computer screen that instead a wild-
flower hunt of some/any kind would
be highly preferable. After checking
on several locations for the status of
Opuntia fragilis blossoms and of,
well, anything in bloom, | decided to
check on the status of knownO.
fragilis occurrencesat Crestwood
Park in the Cottonwood Heights
area which | had not visited for sev-
eral years, and which | had only
seen previously in the fall. Crest-
wood is a multi-use park which bor-
ders a short remnant section of Lit-
tle Cottonwood Creek in the Salt
Lake valley and is enclosed by hu-
manity. Thankfully at least some
natural space has been preserved
here.

| had no particular thoughts of
daisies as | ventured into the park
but almost immediately | noticed a
plant that looked Aster-ish. Yet, it
was early June which here is not
Aster-time. A closer looked indi-
cated that it was an Erigeron . At the
initial location, the scattered plants
were growing in fairly dry soil as
evidenced by the fact that Spreading

[continued from page 1]

fleabane (E. divergens), another
native that occasionally turns up
along ignored Salt Lake County
sidewalk strips and abandoned
lots, was growing with it. Also
growing nearby was the noxious
Leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula, a
Utah state designated noxious
weed which needs management
attention by SL County Parks &
Recreation) and Melilotus offici-
nalis (Yellow sweetclover, which
should be designated a noxious
weed, and which also had a banner
year).

While Smooth fleabane most
often occurs near streams (one of
its common names being Stream-
side fleabane) or in meadows, it
occurs in a number of different
types of habitats and elevations.
In Utah, its distribution seems to
be concentrated along the Wasatch
Front from Utah Co. to Cache Co.
with some outlying occurrences in
the Uinta Basin and eastern Bea-
ver Co. (the Digital Atlas also re-
ports an occurrence in San Juan

Above: Smooth fleabane (Erigeron
glabellus). Photo by Tony Frates.

Co.). The global distribution of the
species is also curious. The species
does not occur west of Utah or east-
ern-central Idaho. Instead it occurs
from New Mexico to Montana, Ne-
braska, the Dakotas, Michigan, Wis-
consin, and in mainly western-
central Canada to Alaska. Two va-
rieties are recognized, var.pubes-
cens(does not occur in Utah) and
var. glabellus (ours).

So, this species is not globally
rare nor is it
ever, among the vanishing native
flora that once occurred in the val-
leys and foothills of the increasingly
populated Wasatch Front in north-
ern Utah. If our Salt Lake chapter
were to maintain
County Rare

list.

While it does occur at high eleva-
tions elsewhere (in Utah as least as
high as 8,050 feet based on a 1995

a

Pl ant so
should), this species would be on the
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