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Cave primrose (Primula specuicola) is one of our earliest flowering plants in the spring, earning it 

the alternative name of Easter-flower.  This species is found primarily in hanging gardens and is re-
stricted to the Colorado River and its main tributaries in southeastern Utah and northern Arizona.  Cave 
primrose can be recognized by its erect, toothed leaves that are green above but covered by white mealy 
ɉȰÆÁÒÉÎÏÓÅȱɊ ÈÁÉÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÇÉÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÉÄÅÓȢ  3ÙÌÖÉÁ +ÅÌÓÏ ÈÁÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ P. specuicola evolved 
from populations of the wide-ranging boreal species P. mistassinica that became isolated on the Colo-
rado Plateau following the Pleistocene.  Photo by Bill Gray. 
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Susan Fitts (Utah Co), Ty Harrison (Salt 
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Bill King (Salt Lake Co), Margaret Malm 
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Chapter News 
 

Cache: Plant Propagation Workshop, 
Thursday, March 14 @ 6 PM and Sat-
urday, March 16 @ 9 AM.  USU Teach-
ing Greenhouse (1390 North 800 East 
Logan).  Registration: $20 for UNPS 
members of Cache Master Gardeners 
(must state at time of registration); 
$25 for all others.  Cost includes 
growing materials and selected seeds.  
Other seeds or cuttings available for 
additional purchase to cover cost.  $5 
for printed workbook (must be re-
quested at time of registration, other-
wise all printed materials will be 
available online).  To register, please 
call    435- 752-  6263  or    email taun.  
beddes@usu.edu.  For more informa-
tion, please contact Michael Piep at 
Michael.piep@usu.edu.  Co-sponsored 
by the Cache Chapter and the Cache 
Master Gardeners  - Michael Piep. 
 

Salt Lake:  March 6, 7 PM at REI 
(3300 S and 3300 E):  Walter Fertig, 
past president of UNPS and Sego Lily  

Above: What is this funny thing?  If you 
have to ask, you probably are like me 
ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÍÁÒÔ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ 
×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÕÐÌÏÁÄ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ 
this issue.  So just enjoy the abstract 
patterns.  If you are tech-savvy, give 
thanks to Bill Gray for making this QR 
ɉȰ 1ÕÉÃË 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȱɊ ÃÏÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢ 

 
 
Utah Valley: For anyone interested 
in a morning hiking group in Utah 
Valley contact me at 801-377-5918 or  
celestegk@gmail.com for directions 
and more details.  First outing will be 
Tuesday, April 9th at 9:30 AM, 
weather permitting.  Meet at the Rock 
Canyon trailhead in Provo near the 
restrooms.  The next week (April 
16th) will be a Shoreline Trail hike 
starting at Slade Canyon in Provo.  
This is not the Plants and Preschool-
ers Group, as we will be hiking fur-
ther and rougher terrain, but every-
one is welcome.  We will try to make 
this a regular event every Tuesday 
morning.  - Celeste Kennard 

editor, will give a program on 
Ȱ7ÉÌÄÆÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÆ :ÉÏÎ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÁÒËȱȢ 
 
Southwestern: In response to par-
ticipants in our pruning workshop, 
Rick Heflebower is planning a graft-
ing workshop for Saturday, March 2, 
at 10 AM at the Canyon Community 
Center in Springdale.  Rick will also 
talk briefly about fruits brought to 
the area by early pioneers.  - Marga-
ret Malm 



3 

Sego Lily March 2013 36 (2) 

Bulletin Board 
 

2013 Utah Rare Plant Meeting:  The annual rare plant meeting sponsored by the Utah Native Plant Society and Red 
Butte Garden is scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, 2013 from 9 AM to 4 PM in the conference room at Red Butte Garden.  
The meeting will include more than a dozen 15-20 minute presentations by a variety of speakers studying plant conser-
ÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÉÎ 5ÔÁÈȢ  3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȡ  *ÅÎÁ ,Å×ÉÎÓÏÈÎȟ 53&73 
(Autumn buttercup); Tony Frates, UNPS (Wasatch fitweed pollination), Hope Hornbeck, SWCA (Demographic monitoring 
ÏÆ ÒÁÒÅ 5ÉÎÔÁ "ÁÓÉÎ ÃÁÃÔÉɊȠ 2ÉÔÁ 2ÅÉÓÏÒȟ 2ÅÄ "ÕÔÔÅ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ ɉ'ÉÅÒÉÓÃÈȭÓ ÇÌÏÂÅÍÁÌÌÏ× ÁÎÄ 5ÉÎÔÁ "ÁÓÉÎ ÈÏÏËÌÅÓÓ ÃÁÃÔÕÓɊȠ "ÌÁËÅ 
Wellard, University of Utah (Petalonyx parryi); Robert Fitts, UT Conservation Data Center (update on rare plant studies);  
Juliette Baker, Utah State University (Shrubby reed-mustard); Jason Alexander, Utah Valley University (UVU projects); 
Dorde Woodruff, cactophile (Sclerocactus blainei); Michael Piep, Utah State University (Utah fungi); Leigh Johnson, Brig-
ham Young University (Mussentuchit gilia); Loreen Allphin Rapier, Brigham Young University (Conservation of rare 
Boechera); Jim Harris, Utah Valley University (Deep River Range Drabas); Mitch Power, University of Utah (role of muse-
ums and herbaria in global change research), Ron Bolander, UT BLM (BLM update), and Wayne Padgett, UT BLM (Rare 
plant considerations in use of native plants for restoration in the Colorado Plateau).   
     Participants can register online at the Red Butte Garden website (www.redbuttegarden.org/conservation) or by call-
ing the Red Butte front desk (801-585-0556),  A boxed lunch will be provided as part of the $15 registration fee, but only 
for those who register before March 1.  ɂW. Fertig 
 

UNPS Scholarship: Students are encouraged to apply for the annual UNPS student research scholarship.  The Society 
will award $500-1000 for research proposals that address native plant taxonomy, ecology, or biology within the state of 
Utah.  See the UNPS website for more details and the application form.  Applications are due by 1 April 2013. 
 

Help Wanted:  The Utah Conservation Data Center (natural heritage program) needs help with general office work, 
mapping plant occurrences, and field work.  This is a great opportunity to lean GIS.  Please contact Robert Fitts in the bot-
any program for more information (801-538-4742). 
 

Photos Needed:   Bruce Barnes of Flora ID Northwest is revising his Interactive Plant Key for the flora of Utah and is in 
need of a few photos.  Of the 3418 species of flowering plants, gymnosperms, ferns, and lycophytes in his guide, he is 
missing just the following 12 species!  If you have a photograph of one of these plants and are willing to share it, Bruce 
×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÃÏÒÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÁÇÅȟ ÁÄÄ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÓÅÒȭÓ 'ÕÉÄÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎÄ 
you a complimentary copy of the key (all while you retain copyright).  The missing species (including their range in pa-
rentheses) are: Aquilegia desolaticola (NE Utah), Boechera pendulina (statewide), Eremogone loisiae (N Utah and Wasatch 
Range), Erigeron higginsii (Washington Co.), Erigeron huberi (NE Utah), Eriogonum domitum (House Range in Millard 
Co.), Lepidium moabense (SC and SE Utah), Navarretia furnissii (N Utah), Navarretia saximontana (Garfield Co.), Phacelia 
argylensis (NE Utah), Potentilla holmgrenii (Juab Co.), and Suaeda linifolia (N Utah).  Send images or questions to Bruce at 
flora.id@wtechlink.us 
 

Herbarium Days at Utah Valley University (Saturdays March 30, April 27, and May 25): The UVU Her-
barium is sponsoring another series of workshops to train volunteers how to use our digital imaging system and how to 
mount plant specimens.  Volunteers at these workshops greatly accelerate the herbarium's progress in processing our 
backlog and will learn more about the plants in our region in the process.  We will be going back to holding the event on 
Saturdays and will now be located in the new UVU herbarium facilities.  The herbarium, will also be hosting a Utah Valley 
Chapter meeting toward the end of the volunteer session.  Plant mounting will take place in SB 277 in the new Science 
Building and run from 1 PM until 5 PM.  The meeting will start around 4 PM. For the meeting I will be continuing my 
ÓÅÍÉÎÁÒ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÔÉÔÌÅÓ Ȱ0ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÌ )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÏÒÐÈÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ 5ÔÁÈȭÓ "ÅÁÒÄÔÏÎÇÕÅÓȱȢ  0ÁÒËÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÖÁÉÌȤ
able in the Sorenson Visitor Lot due to construction, but is available at the Lakeside Visitor Lot (at the south entrance 
past the traffic circle off University Avenue) and the student lots between the UCCU events center and the library.  For 
further information, contact me (801-863-6806; alexanja@uvu.edu) - Jason Alexander 

 
New Life Member: Claire Crow of Tucson, AZ (formerly wildlife biologist for Zion NP) is our newest life member.  
4ÈÁÎËÓ #ÌÁÉÒÅȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÐÒÏÖÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÏÔÈÅÒ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȱȟ ÂÕÔ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓȦ 
 

Pocket Sagebrush Guide Available for Free Download: UNPS board member Leila Shultz has a new publication  
on identifying the woody sagebrush species of western North America.  This non-technical and fully illustrated field guide 
is available to download from www.sagestep.org/pubs/pubs/sagebrush_pock_guide.pdf 
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Unidentified Flowering Object: 4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ 5&/ ÉÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ 
by Bill Gray of the Salt Lake City Chapter.  While perhaps not as 
challenging as some of our recent UFOs, study the photo carefully 
to notice the differences between each flower.  Why does the flower 
at lower left have an enlarged white 4-lobed stigma, but the others 
do not?  Why are the stamens full and pink in some flowers, but 
withered and even greenish-blue in others? 
     The January UFO was Evolvulus nuttallianus, a member of the 
morning-glory family (Convolvulaceae).   
    Have a UFO to share? Send it in!  - W. Fertig 

Above: Noel 
(kneeling) and Pat 
Holmgren in their 
natural habitat, 
pressing a collection 
of Silene petersonii 
var. petersonii (left) 
for the New York 
Botanical Garden 
herbarium outside 
of Cedar Breaks 
National Monu-
ment, Utah, in 2009.  
Photos by W. Fertig. 

Holmgrens Honored by  
American Society of Plant  

Taxonomists 
      
     Citing their many contributions to 
botany, the American Society of Plant 
Taxonomists conferred the 2012 Asa 
Gray Award to Drs. Patricia and Noel 
Holmgren of the New York Botanical 
Garden.  The award honors Asa Gray 
(1810-1888), the most prominent 
American plant taxonomist of the 
second half of the 19th Century.  
Among their many accomplishments, 
the Holmgrens recently completed 
the 8 volume Intermountain Flora 
series (1972-2012) and edited the 
Index Herbariorum and Illustrated 
#ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎ ÔÏ 'ÌÅÁÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ #ÒÏÎÑÕÉÓÔȭÓ 
Manual of Vascular Plants.   Pat was 
Director of the New York Botanical 
Garden from 1981-1990 and a past 
president of the American Society of 
Plant Taxonomists and the Botanical 
Society of America.  Noel was for-
merly editor-in-chief of the New Tork 
"ÏÔÁÎÉÃÁÌ 'ÁÒÄÅÎȭÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌ Brittonia .  
Although both Holmgrens are now 
ÒÅÔÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ,ÏÇÁÎȟ 5ÔÁÈ ɉ×ÈÅÒÅ .ÏÅÌȭÓ 
father, Arthur was a curator of the 
Intermountain Herbarium at Utah 
State University), they remain active 
in western botany.  Noel is currently 
working on the treatment of his be-
loved genus Penstemon for the Flora 
of Oregon project.   
 
 
 
  

In Quotes: Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ×ÁÌË ÆÁÓÔȟ ×ÁÌË ÁÌÏÎÅȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ×ÁÌË ÆÁÒȟ 
walk with others.  Unless you are on a plant walk, in which case you will be 
ÌÕÃËÙ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ρππ ÆÅÅÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÓ ÉÎ Ô×Ï ÈÏÕÒÓȱ - modified African  
proverb 


