
Salix glauca var. 
villosa 
grayleaf willow 

 

0.3-2 m 
branches yellow-
brown or red-
brown, villous, 
soon glabrescent 
Flowering mid May-
late Jul 

Riparian in subalpine 
and boreal forests, 
forest openings, sedge 
meadows, treed bogs, 
talus slopes, boulder 
fields, snowflush areas, 
alpine tundra, 
limestone shale, schist, 
granite, quartzite 
substrates; 150-3800 
m 

 
Prunus virginiana 
var. melanocarpa 
black chokecherry 

 

Winter-deciduous 
shrubs or trees to 
7.5 m, often 
suckering, with 
smooth reddish to 
ashy bark; trunk 
diameter up to 20 
cm 
flowers April-June 

Found in coniferous 
forests and heavily 
wooded areas from 
4,500-8,000 ft (1372-
2438 m) 

 
Pinus monophyla 
singleleaf pinyon 

 

Trees generally 10-
15 m tall, trunk 0.5 
m in diameter, 
strongly tapering, 
with a rounded 
crown that is 
dense; bark red-
brown, irregularly 
furrowed, broken 
into thin scales, 
upper part smooth, 
thin 

Found in dry 
woodlands from 3,500-
7,500 ft (106-2286 m) 

 



Quercus turbinella 
Arizona shrub oak 

 

Shrub or small contorted 
tree, 1-3 m tall, tending to 
form thickets; bark light 
gray, rough, fissured; 
young twigs densely 
woolly, smooth, reddish-
brown beneath the hairs; 
older twigs mostly hairless, 
gray, still more or less 
smooth 
flowers March-June 

Found on arid slopes, 
often among chaparral 
communities, from 
2,000-8,000 ft (610-
2438 m) 

 
Vaccinium 
scoparium 
grouse 
whortleberry 

 

forming extensive colonies, 
0.7-2 dm, rhizomatous; 
twigs green, angled, 
glabrous; ultimate 
branches compact, often 
forming broomlike clumps 
or tufts 
Flowering early-mid 
summer 

Alpine and subalpine 
meadows, heaths, 
talus slopes; 700-
3000 m 

 
Acer negundo 
boxelder 

 

Dioecious trees or rarely 
small shrub, usually 4-12 
m tall, with velvety to hairy 
branchlets 
flowers April-May 

Found in moist soils 
from 3,000-7,500 ft 
(914-2286 m) 

 



Rubus idaeus 
Common Red 
Raspberry 

 

Deciduous shrub, 0.5-2 m 
(1.6-7 ft) tall; thicket 
forming; armed with 
slender, straight prickles 
and stalked glands; stems 
numerous, erect to 
decumbent, yellowish to 
yellowish brown, often with 
a delicate white bloom; 
epidermis exfoliating on 
older stems; vegetative 
reproduction through 
rhizomes and root suckers 
flowers June-August 

Found in moist and 
rocky areas in 
ponderosa pine and 
high-elevation mixed 
conifer forests from 
6,000-11,500 ft 
(1829-3505 m) 

 
Rosa woodsii 
Woods' Rose 

 

Deciduous shrub, 1-3 m 
(3-10 ft) tall; thicket-
forming; stems brown or 
gray, armed with straight 
or curved prickles, or 
unarmed; branches 
numerous 
flowers June-September 

Found along streams, 
in moist habitats, 
open ponderosa pine 
forests, slopes from 
5,500-9,000 ft (1676-
2743 m) 

 
Fragaria virginiana 
Virginia 
Strawberry 

 

Perennial, scapose, 
stoloniferous; scape, 
petiole, pedicels, and 
stolons sparsely to densely 
appressed- to spreading-
pilose; caudex branched, 
scaly 
flowers May-October 

Meadows, woodlands, 
coniferous forests; 
1800-3400 m 

 



Amelanchier alnifolia 
Saskatoon 
serviceberry 

 

Deciduous shrub or small 
tree, 1-5 m (3-16 ft) tall; 
twigs reddish brown, hairy, 
becoming glabrous. Bark 
smooth, reddish brown 
when young, turning gray 
with age. 
flowers May- June 

Streamsides, moist 
meadows, slopes, pi-
on-juniper woodlands, 
ponderosa pine forests 
from 4,500-9,000 ft 
(1372-2743 m) 

 
Ceanothus martinii 
Martin's 
ceanothus 

 

Shrubs to 1 m tall 
Apr-Sep 

Open coniferous 
forest: Coconino, 
Mohave cos.; 1600-
3100 m 

 
Helianthus annuus 
Common 
Sunflower 

 

Stout annual herbs, 30 cm 
to 2 m tall or more; stems 
erect, rough-hairy 
flowers March-October 

Found in open or 
disturbed areas such 
as roadsides and 
floodplains, from 
1,000-7,000 ft (305-
2134 m) 

 



Solidago 
missouriensis 
Missouri 
goldenrod 

 

Herbaceous perennials, to 
80 cm tall, stems erect, 
herbage glabrous or 
sparsely strigose 
throughout, fascicles of 
small lateral branch leaves 
often present in the axils, 
plants with short to long 
rhizomes 
Flowering (Jul-)Aug-Oct 

Open sandy and rocky 
soils, clay soils, 
prairies, grasslands, 
pastures, open 
conifers forests in 
foothills and proximal 
elevations of 
mountains, sandstone 
ledges, limestone 
glades, disturbed 
soils, roadsides; 200-
2200+ m 

 
Lupinus brevicaulis 
shortstem lupine 

 

Annual herb, 5-10 cm tall, 
from a taproot; stems 
absent or nearly so; if 
present, stems less than 2 
cm long and obscured by 
leaf bases 
flowers April-July 

Found on dry slopes 
and flats, from 3,000-
7,000 ft (914-2134 m) 

 
Purshia tridentata 
antelope 
bitterbrush 

 

Evergreen shrub, 0.9-2 m 
(3-7 ft) tall, erect or low 
and prostrate; branches 
numerous, often rooting 
where in contact with the 
ground; twigs brown, 
tomentose. Bark gray or 
brown 
flowers April-June 

Found on dry slopes, 
hillsides, sagebrush 
and pi-on-juniper 
woodlands, ponderosa 
pine forests from 
4,000-9,000 ft (1219-
2743 m) 

 



Viola purpurea 
subsp. venosa 
goosefoot violet 

 

Usually small, often 
rosette-like plants 
Apr-May 

In brush, sagebrush 
flats, dense shade of 
forests: Yavapai co.; 
1300-1500 m 

 
Sambucus nigra 
subsp. cerulea 
blue elderberry 

 

Deciduous shrub or small 
tree, 2-8 m (7-26 ft) tall; 
trunk up to 0.3 m in 
diameter, often with 
several stems from base; 
branches soft; twigs 
glaucous. Bark gray or 
brown, furrowed 
flowers June-August 

Found along streams, 
canyons, open areas 
in coniferous forests, 
moist soils from 
4,500-9,500 ft (1372-
2896 m) 

 
Symphoricarpos 
oreophilus var. 
utahensis 
Utah snowberry 

 

Shrubs, usually less than 4 
m tall, bark exfoliating, 
light brown and glabrous 
on younger twigs and 
branches 
This species may be 
difficult to identify without 
flowers or fruits 

Found in mountain 
pine forests from 
5,500-9,000 ft (1676-
2743 m) 

 



Vicia americana 
American vetch 

 

Small perennial herbaceous 
vining or trailing herb, 
plants glabrous to densely 
pubescent, up to 1 m long 
This species is highly 
morphologically variable, 
and is somewhat common, 
look to the large, showy 
inflorescences to help 
identify this species 
flowering May-September 

Found in pine forests 
from 5,000-10,000 ft 
(1524-3048 m) 

 
Linum lewisii 
prairie flax 

 

Perennial to 80 cm tall, 
usually considerably 
branched from base, with 
stems faintly striate 
Distinguished by being a 
rather wiry erect perennial 
with many long stems from 
the base; flowers 
possessing blue, distinct 
petals; and linear leaves 
flowers April-September. 

Found on slopes and 
in open meadows from 
3,500-11,500 ft 
(1067-3505 m) 

 
Penstemon eatonii 
subsp. Eatonii 
firecracker 
penstemon 

 

Perennial with few to 
several stems, 40-100 cm 
tall 
Scarlet flowers with a 
nearly regular corolla, the 
lower lip projecting but not 
reflexed 
flowers February-June 

Found in sandy to 
clayey soils from 
2,000-7,500 ft (610-
2286 m) 

 



Ericameria nauseosa 
rubber 
rabbitbrush 

 

Broom-like shrubs up to 2 
m tall; stems white to 
green, flexible, covered 
with dense, felt-like 
tomentum 
A highly variable species 
complex in size, form, 
pubescence and color 
Distinguished by being a 
most-often gray-green, 
tomentose shrub with 
flexible stems in a broom-
like growth form 
flowers July-October 

Found in open places 
in valleys, plains, and 
foothills from 2,000-
8,000 ft (610-2440 m) 

 
Oenothera villosa 
hairy evening 
primrose 

 

Herbaceous biennials or 
perennials to 2 m tall, 
stems solitary or branching 
from the base, herbage 
minutely strigose and also 
glandular (especially in the 
inflorescence) with long, 
spreading hairs, generally 
with red, blister-like bases, 
plants with fleshy taproots 
flowering June-August 

Found in moist 
openings in the forest, 
from 1,500-7,000 ft 
(457-2134 m) 

 
Geranium 
caespitosum 
pineywoods 
geranium 

 

Herbaceous or small shrubs 
with forked stems and 
swollen nodes, stems erect 
or decumbent, profusely 
branching, 20-70 cm long 
Another good key to this 
species are the pedicels 
that are normally without 
glandular hairs. The lobes 
of the leaves are often 
rounded at the tips 
flowering May-September. 

Commonly found in 
pine forests from 
5,000-9,000 ft (1524-
2743 m) 

 



Erigeron divergens 
spreading 
fleabane 

 

Annual to short-lived 
perennial herb from a 
taproot, 5-50 cm tall; 
stems branched from base 
and above, erect to 
ascending but often weak, 
and covered with spreading 
hairs 
flowers April-Sept. 

Found in a wide 
variety of habitats 
including roadsides, 
riparian zones, 
woodlands, and 
forests, from 1,000-
9,000 ft (305-2740 m) 

 
Gutierrezia 
sarothrae 
broom snakeweed 

 

Subshrubs, 10-60 cm tall, 
with minutely hispidulous 
stems 
low-growing shrubs with 
resinous, linear leaves 
lacking translucent oil 
glands and small flower 
heads with very few yellow 
ray and disk flowers, a 
pappus of erect bracts 
(paleae) and no chaff 
(bracts from the involucre 
subtending florets) 
flowers May-October 

Found on plains and 
slopes in almost any 
habitat from 3,000-
7,000 ft (914-2134 m) 

 
Grindelia squarrosa 
curlycup gumweed 

 

Perennial or biennial herbs, 
occasionally subshrubs, to 
1 m tall; stems 1 to 
several, erect, branching 
above, usually whitish or 
stramineous, sometimes 
reddish or grayish, the 
herbage gummy-resinous 
Good indicators for this 
species are the sticky, 
resinous herbage 
flowers July-October 

Found on sands, clays, 
and subalkaline soils, 
in disturbed sites, 
plains, hills, roadsides, 
along streams, and in 
forest and woodland 
understories, from 
4,000-8,000 ft (1372-
2438 m) 

 



Rhus aromatica 
Fragrant Sumac 

 

Shrub with spreading 
branches, sometimes in 
thickets reaching 3 m tall; 
gray, lenticular bark; 
brown, puberulent to 
glabrate 
flowers March-August 

Found on dry slopes 
and in canyons, often 
among chaparral from 
2,500-7,500 ft (762-
2286 m) 

 
Clematis ligusticifolia 
Deciduous 
Traveler's-Joy 

 

Perennial herbaceous vine 
from a woody base; stems 
climbing or trailing, up to 6 
m long This species is a 
perennial vine with clusters 
of attractive white flowers, 
followed by showy 
starburst-like clusters of 
achenes with long feathery 
tails. Distinguished from 
other Clematis spp. by the 
flowers in clusters 
flowers May-September 

Found along streams, 
from 3,000-8,500 ft 
(914-2591 m) 

 
Sphaeralcea 
grossulariifolia 
gooseberryleaf 
globemallow 

 

Perennial herb, 35-75 cm 
tall (occasionally taller), 
from a woody caudex; 
stems few to many per 
plant; herbage usually 
densely white-, yellow- or 
gray-canescent with 
stellate hairs 
This species has quite 
variable leaves, some 
deeply petately 3-5 lobed 
and others simply coarsely 
toothed 
flowering April-October 

Found on mesas and 
slopes, often in 
pinyon-juniper 
woodlands, 
occasionally 
descending along 
streams to lower 
elevations, from 
3,000-7,000 ft (914-
2134 m) 

 



Heterotheca villosa 
hairy false 
goldenaster 

 

Perennial herbs, 10-50 cm 
tall, from a taproot; stems 
1-50 per plant, decumbent 
to erect, brown to reddish 
brown, sometimes whitish 
toward tips, strigose or 
villous and sometimes 
sparsely glandular 
flowers May-October 

Found on dry slopes, 
mesas, plains, and 
openings in a variety 
of plant communities, 
from 1,500-8,500 ft 
(457-2591 m) 

 
Asclepias incarnata 
swamp milkweed 

 

Herbaceous perennials 
from short roots, 40-150 
cm tall, can be very 
branched and generally tall 
and stout; stems appearing 
smooth but with minute 
sparse hairs 
Flowers sweet-scented 
flowers June to October 

Found in swamps, 
marshes and cienega 
edges, low fields and 
pastures, along rocky 
stream beds and 
openings in pine to 
pine-oak woodlands; 
elevation range in the 
Southwest is 3,500-
6,500 ft (1067-1981 
m) 

 
Salvia reflexa 
Lance-Leaf Sage 

 

Annual of varying habit, 
aromatic, without 
punctate-glandular leaves 
and flowers, stems square, 
sometimes tinged deep 
purple, herbage puberulent 
to somewhat glabrous 
The keys to this species 
are the annual habit, the 
lack of glandular-punctate 
vegetation, the blue or 
bluish-white flowers 
flowering July-October 

Found on plains, 
mesas, rocky slopes, 
and open pine forest, 
from 4,000-7,000 ft 
(1219-2134 m) 

 



Mertensia ciliata 
tall fringed 
bluebells 

 

Plant 4-15 dm, glabrous, 
sometimes glaucous; 
stems erect, clustered on 
thick, branched caudex, 
leafy 
May-Aug 

Streamsides, wet 
meadows, damp 
thickets, wet cliffs; 
1700-3600 m 

 
Phacelia 
heterophylla 
varileaf phacelia 

 

Herbaceous and pubescent 
forb, to 0.5 m, having stiff 
stems, plants strigose and 
glandular, not silvery 
Distinctive with its entire 
leaves and prominent 
veins, especially with the 
tendency toward the 
appearance of being 
trifoliolate 
flowering April-October. 

Found in moist soils in 
coniferous forests, 
along streams, 
sagebrush, mountain 
brush, aspen, and 
spruce-fir 
communities, from 
4,000-9,500 ft (1219-
2896 m) 

 
Machaeranthera 
tanacetifolia 
Takhoka Daisy 

 

Annual (occasionally 
biennial) herbs, 10-100 cm 
tall, from a taproot; stems 
highly branched when 
mature. 
This widespread and 
common annual herb is has 
the distinctive showy 
Machaeranthera-type 
flower with blue-purple 
rays and a yellow disc, and 
feathery pinnatifid leaves 
flowers March-October 

Found in dry, open 
places and along 
streams, washes, and 
roadsides, below 
8,000 ft (2438 m) 

 



Verbena bracteata 
Carpet Vervain 

 

Annual, biennial, or 
occasionally perennial herbs; 
stems 4-angled, leafy, 
decumbent or trailing, to 50 
cm long; usually several 
stems spreading or arising 
from the taprooted base; 
herbage hispid-hirsute 
distinctive with its low 
sprawling growth form; lobed 
and toothed opposite leaves 
with impressed veins 
flowers May-September 

Found in disturbed 
areas, pond or lake 
margins, from 1,000-
7,000 ft (305-2134 m) 

 
Opuntia fragilis 
brittle pricklypear 

 

Shrubs forming low mats that 
reach 2-10 cm tall with 
clumps often 30 cm or more 
in diameter, the stem 
segments are easily detached 
when terminal and the larger 
terminal joints are bluish-
green to dark green and 
spheric to subspheric while 
flattened to elliptic, 2-4.5 cm 
long by 1-4 cm across and 1-
2 cm thick 
flowers June-July 

Found in barren areas 
in grasslands, 
woodlands, in sandy or 
gravelly soils, on 
outcrops of granite, 
limestone, or quartzite 
from 2,000-8,000 ft 
(610-2438 m) 

 
Elymus canadensis 
Nodding Wild Rye 

 

Loosely tufted perennial with 
stems 60-150 cm, erect or 
decumbent with 4-10 nodes 
mostly concealed by smooth 
or minutely roughened 
sheath, which is often reddish 
brown, glabrous or hirsute, 
with auricles 1.5-4 mm 
Distinctive with its outcurving 
awns and the thick spike 
flowers May-July 

Found on dry to moist 
or damp soils, on sandy 
or gravelly soils along 
streams, disturbed 
grounds, or in thickets 
and woods near 
streams from 3,000-
9,000 ft (914-2743 m) 

 



Erysimum capitatum 
Sand-Dune 
Wallflower 

 

Biennial to short-lived 
perennial herbs, 10-80 cm 
tall, from a thick, leaf-covered 
caudex; stems erect, simple 
to few-branched; herbage 
covered with short, appressed 
hairs 
tall, erect, generally 
unbranched biennials or 
perennials, with persistent 
clusters of narrow basal 
leaves and similar stem 
leaves 
flowers March-September 

Found on open slopes, 
from 3,000-9,500 ft 
(914-2896 m) 

 
Heliotropium 
curassavicum 
salt heliotrope 

 

Perennial herbs or rarely 
annuals, 10-50 cm tall, from 
rhizomes that send up 
scattered shoots; stems 
diffusely branched, 
semisucculent, bluish-
glaucous, and entirely 
hairless 
flowers most of the year 

Found in marshy soil, 
alkaline or saline soils, 
often along wetlands 
and in irrigated areas, 
below 5,000 ft (1524 
m) 

 
Agastache urticifolia 
Nettle-Leaf Giant-
Hyssop 

 

  

 



Muhlenbergia 
asperifolia 
Alkali Muhly 

 

Rhizomatous perennial grass, 
occasionally with stolons; 
stems 10-60 cm, decumbent-
ascending; bases somewhat 
compressed keeled; 
internodes glabrous, shiny 
below the nodes 
flowers June-September 

Found in moist, often 
alkaline meadows, 
along sandy washes, on 
rocky to sandy slopes, 
and around seeps and 
hot springs from 4,000-
6,500 ft (1219-1981 
m) 

 
Ipomopsis aggregata 
scarlet gilia 

 

Herbaceous biennials to 
perennials, to 1 m tall, stems 
erect and branching from the 
base, herbage glabrous to 
glandular-hairy with short, 
curly, non-glandular hairs 
below 
flowering May-September 

Found in open 
coniferous forests, from 
5,000-8,500 ft (1524-
2591 m) 

 
Chrysothamnus 
viscidiflorus 
Green Rabbitbrush 

 

Shrubs, 10-120 cm tall, from 
woody, branched caudices; 
bark whitish tan, becoming 
gray, flaky and fibrous with 
age; stems ascending, green, 
soon becoming tan, often 
resinous 
distinguished by its bunches 
of straight, ascending to erect 
stems, usually less than 0.5 
m tall 
flowers late summer-fall 

Found in dry, often 
sandy soils in high 
deserts and juniper 
woodlands, or on 
alpine/subalpine slopes 
(vars viscidiflorus and 
puberulus), above 
4,000 ft (1219 m) 

 



Mentzelia montana 
Variegated-Bract 
Blazingstar 

 

Annuals 
to 50 cm tall 
Apr-Jun 

Disturbed and open 
areas, from chaparral 
to pine woodlands 900-
2350 m 

 
Sporobolus airoides 
alkali sacaton 

 

Tufted perennial grass 
growing in hard and dense 
clumps, 50-100 cm tall; 
stems firm and tough, from a 
hard, knotty base 
flowers from May-October 

Found on sandy 
plateaus, washes, 
bottomlands and flats, 
often in alkalin soils 
from 2,500-6,500 ft 
(762-1981 m) 

 
Euthamia 
occidentalis 
Western 
Goldentop 

 

40-200 cm 
(erect, stout) glabrous, 
glaucous 
Flowering Jul-Nov 

Moist to wet soils of 
streambeds, lake 
shores, and fresh to 
saline marshes; 0-1600 
m 

 



Deschampsia 
caespitosa 
Tufted Hair Grass 

 

Widespread densely to loosely 
clumped slender cool season 
bunchgrass with stems to 150 
cm tall and a loosely 
branched, open panicle with 2 
florets per spikelet 
flowers June-September 

Found in wet meadows 
and in sand and gravel 
along rivers, streams 
and lakes at at 5000-
13,000 ft. (1500-4000 
m) 

 
Koeleria macrantha 
Prairie Koeler's 
Grass 

 

Perennial bunchgrass, 25-70 
cm tall; mostly glabrous, 
pubescent with short-grayish 
hairs below the panicles and 
near the nodes 
Distinguished by being a 
small bunchgrass, with 
prominent raised veins 
(ribbing) on the upper surface 
of the blades, and having a 
small, white membranous 
ligule 
flowers May-Sept 

Found on rocky slopes, 
woodlands and open 
forests, pine woods 
from 4,000-9,000 ft 
(1219-2743 m) 

 
Monardella 
odoratissima 
Alpine 
Mountainbalm 

 

Low, bushy herbs with a 
woody base, stems several 
and ascending to decumbent, 
occasionally contorted, 
generally unbranched, to 30 
cm tall, pubescent to 
canescent, pubescence 
curling downwards, without 
stipitate glands, plants 
aromatic 
flowering June-September 

Found in coniferous 
forests, sagebrush 
scrub, and montane 
forests from 3,500-
11,000 ft (1067-3353 
m) 

 
  



Ribes cereum 
wax currant 

 

Shrubs to 2 m, spreading to 
erect, stems lightly 
pubescent, gland-dotted, 
spines absent 
The key to this species is 
the narrowly tubular flowers 
with 1-2 mm petals, 
narrowly tubular 
hypanthium and 0.5-1 mm 
anthers 
Also, the plant has a 
notably spicy odor 
flowers April-August 

Found on rocky slopes 
or cliffs in open forests 
and shrublands, from 
300-13,000 ft (91-
3962 m) 

 
Cornus alba 
Red Osier 

 

  

 
Cirsium 
neomexicanum 
New Mexico 
Thistle 

 

Biennial herb, 30-200 cm 
tall, from a stout taproot; 
stems stout, branching 
above the middle, 
pubescent with tangled, 
wooly hairs 
Characterized by being an 
erect biennial to 2m tall; 
the leaf bases shortly 
decurrent 
flowers March-September 

Found on dry, exposed 
slopes, from 1,000-
6,500 ft (305-1981 m) 

 



Symphyotrichum 
lanceolatum 
white panicle 
aster 

 

Perennial herbs, 30 to 150 
cm tall, from long rhizomes, 
forming colonies; stems 
sparsely hairy, usually in 
lines 
there is a single series 
(row) of ray florets around 
the outside of each flower 
head, and the ray petals are 
greater than 1 mm long 
flowers July-October 

Found along pond and 
creek margins, 
roadside ditches, and 
other wet areas, below 
9,000 ft (2743 m) 

 
Eriogonum 
racemosum 
Red-Root Wild 
Buckwheat 

 

Perennial, 30-80 cm tall; 
plants evidently scapose; 
stems spreading to erect, 
tomentose, rarely glabrous; 
caudex woody 
flowers July-October 

Grasslands, oak and 
pinyon-juniper 
woodlands, coniferous 
forests, often sandy to 
gravelly soils; 1200-
2900 m 

 
Peritoma lutea 
Yellow Beeplant 

 

Annual, 30-60 cm tall; 
stems erect, simple to 
branched; herbage mostly 
glabrous, glaucous; 
taprooted 
flowers July-September 

Sparsely vegetated 
sites, hills, 
streambanks, disturbed 
habitats, pinyon-
juniper and ponderosa 
pine communities; 600-
2100 m 

 



Thermopsis montana 
Montane Golden-
Banner 

 

  

 
Allium acuminatum 
Taper-Tip Onion 

 

Perennial monocot with 1-
12 bulbs, not basally 
clustered and not forming 
rhizomes; bulbs ovoid to 
globose 0.8-1.6 cm by 0.9-
1.6 cm; outer coats yellow-
brown, membranous with 
thick walls, inner coats 
white 
unequal flower segments 
which also have recurved 
tips, along with the concave 
leaves 
flowers April-July 

Found on dry slopes 
from 2,000-7,000 ft 
(610-2134 m) 

 
Matricaria discoidea 
Pineapple-Weed 

 

Branching, leafy, pineapple-
scented, glabrous annual 5-
40 cm 
Flowering early summer-
fall. 

Open areas, bare 
disturbed areas and 
rural or urban waste 
grounds, sometimes 
alkaline, roadsides, 
railroads, footpaths, 
cultivated and 
abandoned fields and 
gardens, irrigation 
ditches, stream banks, 
sandbars; 0-2700 m 

 



Mentha arvensis 
American Wild 
Mint 

 

Aromatic perennial herb, 
15-80 cm tall, from 
creeping rhizomes and/ or 
stolons; stems square in 
cross section, erect, simple 
or branching, and glabrate 
or hairy, with the angles 
more pubescent than sides 
flowers which are only 
found in clusters at the 
bases of the leaves 
flowers June-September 

Found in moist to damp 
soil along creeks and 
slow moving water 
from 5,000-9,500 ft 
(1524-2896 m) 

 
Solanum triflorum 
Cut-Leaf 
Nightshade 

 

Annual with prostrate to 
decumbent branches 10-40 
cm long, herbage sparsely 
scaberulous-pubescent with 
appressed hairs 
The deeply pinnatifid leaves 
help to distinguish this 
species, as does the 3-
flowered tendency 
flowers May-September 

Found on disturbed 
sites, roadsides, 
streamsides, often in 
sandy soil 1,000-7,000 
ft (305-2134 m) 

 
Carex pachystachya 
Thick-Head Sedge 

 

Plants densely cespitose 
Fruiting summer 

Moist to wet, open 
meadows, strands 
along lakeshores, 
forest edges; 0-3500 m 

 



Achnatherum 
nelsonii 
Columbia 
needlegrass 

 

Perennial bunchgrass to 175 
cm tall. Often has purple 
stem nodes. The 
inflorescence is a narrow 
panicle with branches 
strongly ascending or erect 
flowers from late spring to 
early summer 

Found in meadows and 
clearings from 
sagebrush steppe to 
subalpine forest from 
500-3500 m 

 
Nassella viridula 
Green Tussock 
Grass 

 

perennial; cespitose, not 
rhizomatous 
 

grasslands and open 
woods, frequently on 
sandy soils 

 
Balsamorhiza 
sagittata 
arrowleaf 
balsamroot 

 

(15-)20-40(-65) cm 
Flowering (Apr-)May-Jun(-
Jul) 

Openings, banks, flats, 
meadows, ridges, 
sagebrush scrub, 
conifer forests; (100-
)900-2500(-3000) m 

 



Artemisia 
dracunculus 
tarragon 

 

Perennial herb or subshrub, 
50-120 cm tall, from 
rhizomes and coarse 
caudices, strongly tarragon-
scented to unscented; 
stems numerous, erect to 
ascending, green to reddish 
brown, markedly striate 
flowers August-October 

Found on dry slopes 
and along arroyos, 
from 3,500-9,000 ft 
(1067-2743 m) 

 
Festuca idahoensis 
Idaho fescue 

 

Cool-season perennial, 
stems 25-85 cm tall, with 
sparse, narrow, basal leaves 
that have a bluish green 
hue, and with a narrow, 
dense panicle 
flowers July-August 

Found in grasslands, 
sagebrush meadows, 
rocky slopes, and open 
forests up to 6000-
10,000 ft. (1800-3000 
m) 

 
Achillea millefolium 
Common Yarrow 

 

Herbaceous perennials, to 
0.5 m tall, stems erect, 
simple or branching, lightly 
to densely pubescent, 
sometimes silky, leafy, 
arising from a basal rosette, 
herbage aromatic, plants 
with creeping rootstocks 
flowering June-September 

Found in damp, dry, 
salty, clayey, or sandy 
soils, mostly in the 
mountains, in pine 
forests, pastures, 
meadows, roadsides, 
disturbed areas, and 
streamsides, from 
5,500-11,500 ft (1676-
3505 m) 

 



Holodiscus discolor 
oceanspray 

 

Spreading shrub 1.5-6 m 
tall, the bark dark-reddish 
to chestnut brown, 
becoming dark gray and 
exfoliating, young twigs 
light, straw-colored, 
pubescent and villous, the 
internodes about one-half 
the length of the leaves 
Distinguished from the 
similar H. dumosus by 
virtue of the many more 
divided teeth on the leaves 
flowers June-August 

Found in forests and 
woodlands from sea 
level to 10,000 ft (3048 
m) 

 
Atriplex confertifolia 
shadscale 
saltbush 

 

Dense, spiny, mound-
shaped shrub, 30-80 cm tall 
It is inconspicuous unless 
seen at just the right time 
when purple bracts subtend 
the tiny, inconspicuous 
flower clusters. Look also 
for whitish spines that 
appear to be extensions of 
the branches, and silvery, 
roundish leaves 
flowers from April-July 

Found in desert scrub, 
sagebrush, pinyon-
juniper, and ponderosa 
pine communities; 
often on saline 
substrates, badlands, 
or alluvium, from 
2,000-7,500 ft (610-
2286 m) 

 
Castilleja applegatei 
wavyleaf Indian 
paintbrush 

 

Perennial 10-80 cm tall, 
generally few branched, 
green to dusty green, 
generally with short-
glanduar sticky grayish 
hairs and long nonglandular 
hairs 
Distinguished by the grayish 
glandular herbage, its 
wavy-margined leaves 
flowers March-August 

Found in dry, rocky 
soils often in 
shrublands from 2,000-
8,000 ft (610-2438 m) 

 



Epilobium ciliatum 
fringed willowherb 

 

Perennial herb (sometimes 
annual), up to 1 m tall, 
from fibrous roots; stems 
erect, smaller plants 
unbranched and larger 
plants freely branching; 
herbage glabrous or 
pubescent, sometimes 
glandular in inflorescence 
Distinguished by the small 
pink flowers at the end of a 
long inferior ovary 
flowers May-September 

Found on moist soils, 
from 2,000-10,000 ft 
(610-3048 m) 

 
Chamaenerion 
angustifolium 
Narrow-Leaf 
Fireweed 

 

Perennial, colonial, 0.5-2.5 
m tall; stems solitary or 
clustered, erect, usually 
simple, often purplish, at 
least above; roots rhizome-
like 
flowers May-October 

Various habitats, 
especially moist soils, 
roadsides, montane 
slopes, meadows, often 
abundant after fire; 
2100- 3500 m 

 
Celtis reticulata 
Net-Leaf 
Hackberry 

 

Deciduous tree or large 
shrub, up to 8 m tall, with a 
rounded crown; bark is gray 
to whitish, with large corky 
warts on trunk 
distinguished by its rough-
hairy, stiff leaves that feel 
like sandpaper when you 
rub towards the base, have 
an elongate heart-shape 
that is asymetrical at the 
base 
flowers March-May 

Found along streams 
and rocky canyons, 
from 1,000-7,500 ft 
(305-2286 m) 

 



Wyethia 
amplexicaulis 
Northern Mule's-
Ears 

 

25 -50(-100) cm 
Flowering May-Jul 

Wet to dry, open sites, 
meadows, sagebrush 
scrub, yellow-pine 
forests; 400-3000 m 

 
Aristida purpurea 
Purple Three-Awn 

 

Erect, small, perennial 
bunchgrass, elliptical stem, 
can be (but not often) 
branched at lower nodes, 
30-60 cm tall 
flowers April-October 

Rocky or sandy plains 
and slopes, found 
commonly along 
roadsides from 1,000-
7,000 ft (305-2135 m) 

 
Populus angustifolia 
narrowleaf 
cottonwood 

 

ree with tan, furrowed bark, 
to 20 m tall, with orange 
brown twigs that run white 
by the third year 
Distinctive with the narrow 
lanceolate leaves with even 
serrations 
flowers April-June. 

Found along streams 
from 5,000-7,500 ft 
(1524-2286 m) 

 



Arctostaphylos uva-
ursi 
Red Bearberry 

 

Evergreen prostrate, mat-
forming shrub, 0.1-0.3 m 
(0.5-1 ft) tall; branches 
trailing, the tips often 
ascending to 15 cm high; 
twigs sparingly tomentose 
or with long glandular hairs. 
Bark smooth, thin, dark 
reddish brown, tardily 
exfoliating. 
It is intolerant of shade, but 
is used as an ornamental 
and for erosion control 
flowers March-May 

Found in coniferous 
forests from 7,000-
12,000 ft (2134-3658 
m) 

 
Juniperus communis 
var. depressa 
common juniper 

 

Shrubs prostrate or low with 
ascending branchlet tips 
(occasionally spreading 
shrubs to 3 m, rarely small 
trees to 10 m) 
Apr-May 

Rocky soil, slopes, and 
summits; 0--2800 m 

 
Shepherdia 
canadensis 
russet 
buffaloberry 

 

Shrub mostly 1-2 m (3-7 ft) 
tall; branches unarmed; 
twigs brownish scaly 
 Russet buffalo-berry is a 
nitrogen fixer and is often 
used for revegetating 
disturbed sites. It is able to 
withstand fires of low and 
moderate intensity by 
resprouting 
flowers April-July 

Found in coniferous 
forests, damp habitats 
from 7,000-9,000 ft 
(2134-2743 m) 

 



Maianthemum 
stellatum 
Starry False 
Solomon's-Seal 

 

Stems erect to arching and 
glabrous from a slender 
rhizome, these narrow 
cylindrical, 20-50 cm tall 
flowers from May-July 

Found in damp woods 
and partial shade from 
woodlands up through 
high elevation forests 
from 5,000-10,000 ft 
(1524-3048 m) 

 
Trifolium variegatum 
Lonf-Keeled 
Clover 

 

Small, leafy annual herb, 
stems prostrate to 
ascending, slender, wiry, 
glabrous or nearly so, 10-60 
cm long 
flowers March-May 

Found in wet areas and 
along streams from 
100-8,500 ft (30-2591 
m) 

 
Betula occidentalis 
water birch 

 

Deciduous shrub or small 
tree, 3-10 m (10-33 ft) tall, 
often forming dense 
thickets; trunks several, up 
to 35 cm in diameter; twigs 
glabrous to pubescent, with 
conspicuous yellowish to 
reddish resin glands. Bark 
dark brown to reddish or 
orange-brown, smooth, 
shiny, marked with pale 
horizontal lenticels 
flowers April-July 

Found in moist soils 
along streams and in 
canyons, in ponderosa 
pine and mixed conifer 
forests from 5,500-
8,000 ft (1676-2438 
m) 

 



Alnus incana 
gray alder 

 

Large shrub or small 
shrubby tree, to 9 m tall; 
bark of older trunks 
reddish-brown; winter buds 
rounded to nearly acute 
apically, the scales 2-3 
 

 

 
Pseudotsuga 
menziesii var. glauca 
Rocky Mountain 
Douglas-fir 

 

Trees to 40(--50)m; trunk 
to 1.2m diam. Leaves bluish 
green to dark green or 
gray-green. Seed cones 4--
7cm; bracts spreading, 
often reflexed 

Coniferous or mixed 
forests; 600--3000m 

 
Picea pungens 
blue spruce 

 

Trees to 50m; trunk to 
1.5m diam.; crown broadly 
conic. Bark gray-brown. 
Branches slightly to strongly 
drooping; twigs not 
pendent, stout, yellow-
brown, usually glabrous 

Midmontane forests; 
1800--3000m 

 



Abies bifolia 
Rocky Mountain 
Alpine Fir 

 

Evergreen tree, up to 30 m 
(100 ft) tall, often dwarfed 
and shrub-like at 
timberline; trunk to 0.6 m 
in diameter; crown narrow, 
spire-like; branches stiff, 
straight, lower branches 
pendulous; twigs opposite 
to whorled, grayish, with 
sparse, light brown 
pubescence, and slightly 
depressed circular leaf 
scars; buds blunt to 
rounded, small, tan, 
resinous.  

Rocky slopes, subalpine 
coniferous forests; 
1100-3700 m 

 
Crataegus rivularis 
river hawthorn 

 

  

 
Sorbus scopulina 
Cascade 
Mountain-Ash 

 

  

 



Chrysothamnus 
viscidiflorus 
yellow rabbitbrush 

 

Shrubs, 10-120 cm tall, 
from woody, branched 
caudices; bark whitish tan, 
becoming gray, flaky and 
fibrous with age; stems 
ascending, green, soon 
becoming tan, often 
resinous 
distinguished by its bunches 
of straight, ascending to 
erect stems, usually less 
than 0.5 m tall 
flowers late summer-fall 

Found in dry, often 
sandy soils in high 
deserts and juniper 
woodlands, or on 
alpine/subalpine slopes 
(vars viscidiflorus and 
puberulus), above 
4,000 ft (1219 m) 

 
Senecio 
integerrimus var. 
exaltatus 
Columbia ragwort 

 

copiously to sparsely 
arachnose, tomentose, or 
villous at flowering 
Flowering spring 

Open woodlands, 
sagebrush plains, 
meadow grasslands 
from foothills to above 
timberline; 500-3200 
m 

 
Astragalus 
kentrophyta var. 
tegetarius 
mat milkvetch 

 

Perennial, plants matted or 
mounded; stems up to 45 
cm long, prostrate or 
spreading, less often erect, 
hard, almost woody; 
herbage ash colored, 
greenish, or silvery- gray, 
minutely strigose, villous, or 
hirsute, with either 
basifixed or dolabriform 
hairs 
flowers May- September 

Canyons, outcrops, 
talus slopes, exposed 
habitats; 1100- 2600 
m 

 



Cercocarpus 
montanus 
alderleaf 
mountain 
mahogany 

 

Shrubs or rarely trees 
usually 2-4 m tall but can 
be up to 8 m, with smooth, 
pale gray to reddish gray 
bark, older branches flecked 
with scales, younger twigs 
glabrous to sparsely 
puberulent 
Distinguished by being an 
erect, often relatively tall, 
slender shrub with leaves 
possessing many veins 
radiating from the center 
flowers March-July 

Found on dry slopes 
and along washes from 
1,000-7,000 ft (305-
2134 m) 

 
Lonicera involucrata 
twinberry 
honeysuckle 

 

Deciduous erect shrub, 0.5-
3 m (1.6-10 ft) tall; stems 
glabrous to sparsely 
pubescent, sometimes 
glandular; young twigs 4-
angled 
flowers June-July 

Found along 
streamsides, in moist 
forests, thickets from 
7,500- 11,000 ft 
(2286-3353 m) 

 
Potentilla rivalis 
brook cinquefoil 

 

Herbaceous annuals to 
biennials, from a taproot, 
stems decumbent to erect, 
sometimes prostrate, to 60 
cm, slender, simple to 
branching, herbage softly 
villous 
This species is distinguished 
from other Potentillas by 
being short-lived, with 
slender, spreading stems 
covered with soft, short 
hairs 
flowers April-July 

Found in moist soils 
near lakes and 
streams, from 150-
7,500 ft (45-2286 m) 

 



Physocarpus 
alternans 
Dwarf Ninebark 

 

  

 
Sium suave 
hemlock 
waterparsnip 

 

Fibrous-rooted from a very 
short erect crown; stem 
solitary, angular, stout, to 2 
m; principal lvs with 7-17 
linear to lance-ovate lfls 5-
10 cm, sharply serrate, the 
primary lateral veins 
bearing no obvious 
relationship to the teeth or 
sinuses 
July-Sept 

Sunny wet meadows 
and swamps 

 
Bromus carinatus 
Arizona brome 

 

Tufted annual to perennial 
grass with stems 40-80 cm 
tall 
flowers July-November 

Found in forests, 
shrublands, grasslands, 
meadows, and 
openings in chaparral 
and oak and yellow 
pine woodlands; often 
in moist soil and partial 
shade, below 9,000 ft 
(2743 m) 

 



Arabis pycnocarpa 
Hairy Eared 
Rockcress 

 

(caudex branched); usually 
densely hirsute (at least 
basally), rarely glabrescent, 
trichomes simple mixed 
with stalked or sessile, 
forked ones 
mid-May to late June 

shaded, moss-covered 
limestone boulders 
along the borders of 
streams in small rock 
canyons. It also grows 
on the vertical walls of 
limestone canyons. 
Another habitat is 
shaded floodplains 

 
Apocynum X 
floribundum 
Hybrid Dogbane 

 

Erect to ascending stems, 
20-50 cm tall, glabrous and 
branched, these mostly 
opposite, dichotomously 
branched below 
flowers May-August 

Found in open, often 
disturbed habitats, 
often in mixed 
deciduous woodlands 
from 1,500-7,500 ft 
(457-2286 m) 

 
Delphinium 
nuttallianum 
Two-Lobe 
Larkspur 

 

Perennial, 10-40 (70) cm 
tall; stems usually solitary, 
simple, base reddish, 
pubescence variable; stems 
separating easily from the 
roots 
flowers July-September 

Meadows, 
streambanks, 
ponderosa pine and 
mixed conifer forests, 
montane habitats; 
1800-2600 m 

 



Juncus ensifolius 
swordleaf rush 

 

Stems scattered or loosely 
clustered on well developed 
creeping rhizomes, 20-60 
cm tall, flattened or often 
narrowly margined 
flowers early summer-fall 

Found in wet places, 
often along streams 
1,500-10,000 ft (457-
3048 m) 

 
Hedysarum boreale 
Utah sweetvetch 

 

Perennial, 15-60 cm tall; 
stems erect or spreading, 
simple or few-branched; 
herbage green and nearly 
glabrous to gray or silvery 
and minutely strigose or 
pilose, sometimes densely 
so; base of plant somewhat 
woody; taprooted 
flowers May- July 

Dry, open sites, 
canyons, valleys, 
slopes, montane 
habitats; 1800-2900 m 

 
Barbarea orthoceras 
American 
yellowrocket 

 

Erect glabrous perennial to 
biennial, 15-100 cm tall, 
stems stiffly erect 
One distinctive character of 
this plant is how glabrous it 
is 
flowers June-September 

Found in moist soils of 
meadows and along 
streams from 5,000-
10,000 ft (1524-3048 
m) 

 



Pteridium aquilinum 
Northern Bracken 
Fern 

 

From branched rhizomes, 
moderately stout, deep-
seated and long creeping, 
leaves widely spaced, 0.4-
3.5 m tall 
 

Found everywhere, 
from woodlands to 
forests, along stream 
banks from 3,500-
9,500 ft (1067-2896 
m) 

 
Gnaphalium palustre 
western marsh 
cudweed 

 

Low annual, commonly 
much branched at base with 
erect or ascending stems 
10-25 cm long, herbage 
loosely floccose-lanate 
Diagnostics for this plant 
are the heads clustered at 
the tips of the stem and 
branches and the loosely 
floccose-woolly herbage 
flowers March-October 

Found along streams, 
grassy plains and on 
valley floors from 
1,000-5,000 ft ( 305-
1524 m) 

 
Scrophularia 
lanceolata 
lanceleaf figwort 

 

Stems erect, to 2 m, 
glabrous, or minutely 
glandular in the infl, the 
sides flat or shallowly 
grooved; petioles 1.5-3 cm, 
rarely a third as long as the 
blade, narrowly margined to 
the base 
Late May-July 

Open woods, roadsides, 
and fence-rows 

 



Stachys pilosa 
hairy hedgenettle 

 

 moist or wet sandy 
habitat, especially a 
prairie. Found in open 
places about lakes and 
along roadsides and 
railroads 

 
Mimulus tilingii 
Tiling's 
monkeyflower 

 

  

 
Phlox longifolia 
longleaf phlox 

 

Taprooted perennial with 3-
8(10) erect to ascending 
stems, often suffrutescent; 
stems 1-3(4) dm tall, 
sometimes loosely clumped, 
the internodes evident, 
glabrous to glandular and 
short villous 
Apr-Jun 

Sandy to rocky soils, 
open sites, shrublands 
and woodlands; 
Apache, Cochise, 
Coconino, Gila, 
Mohave, Navajo, 
Yavapai cos.; 980-2070 
m 

 



Hypericum scouleri 
Scouler's St. 
Johnswort 

 

  

 
Streptanthus 
cordatus 
Heart-Leaf 
Jewelflower 

 

Herbaceous biennials to 
perennials, to 1 m tall, 
stems simple to branching, 
usually unbranched above 
the base, herbage glaucous 
(young stems and 
inflorescence sometimes 
pubescent), pale green in 
color 
The small, urn-shaped 
flowers with 4 purple, 
spreading lobes and the 
thick, firm leaves 
flowering March-May 

Found on rocky soils 
among gravel, in 
crevices, from 2,000-
8,000 ft (610-2438 m) 

 
Oxytropis borealis 
var. viscida 
viscid locoweed 

 

  

 



Typha latifolia 
Broad-Leaf Cat-
Tail 

 

Perennial herbaceous 
graminoid, 1-3 m tall, from 
extensive creeping 
rhizomes; stems erect, 
cylindric and pithy 
flat, light green leaves, 6-23 
mm wide; the dark brown 
female spike 
there is no gap of bare stem 
between the male and 
female spikes 
flowers May-September 

Found in slow moving 
water and marshy 
areas, from 4,000-
8,500 ft (1219-2591 
m) 

 
Chaenactis douglasii 
Douglas' 
dustymaiden 

 

Erect to spreading 
biennial to perennial 
herbs to 60 or more cm 
tall, sometimes silghtly 
woody at the base or 
matted, herbage 
grayish, bearing long, 
cobwebby, tangled hairs, 
sometimes downy or 
wooly 
 

Found in dry areas in 
disturbed areas, alpine 
crevices, and open pine 
forest from 3,500-
11,500 ft (1067-3505 
m) 

 
Glyceria striata 
Fowl Manna Grass 

 

Tufted perennial with 
stems 20-80 cm tall, 2-
3.5 mm thick, slightly 
spongy, sometimes 
rooting at the lower 
nodes 
Can be distinguished by 
its habitat and by the 
delicate appearance of 
the panicle 
flowers June-September 

Found along streams in 
wet soils from 6,000-
9,000 ft (1829-2743 
m) 

 



Sedum debile 
orpine stonecrop 

 

perennial, tufted, 
glabrous 
Flowering summer 

Open, rocky places; 
1500-3500 m 

 
Datura wrightii 
sacred thorn-
apple 

 

Perennial herbs; 
spreading and 
branching; herbage 
grayish-green; 50-180 
cm tall 
Characterized by being a 
perennial; its spreading 
habit, large ovate 
leaves, and large white 
funnel-shaped corolla 
(D. discolor has a purple 
throat) with 5 teeth and 
spikey globose fruits 
with spines 
flowers April-October 

Found in creosote 
brush, Joshua tree, 
sagebrush, and pinon-
juniper communties; 
1,000-6,500 ft (300-
1980 m) 

 



Angelica pinnata 
small-leaf 
angelica 

 

  

 
Lomatium 
dissectum 
Chocolate-Tips 

 

perennial plant 3-14 dm, 
glabrous to puberulent or 
minutely scabrous, Ñ 
glaucous; taproot stout, 
thickened; stem rarely 0; 
base with 1 or more 
scarious sheaths 

Wooded or brushy 
slopes; 150-3000 
m 

 
Cardamine breweri 
Brewer's 
bittercress 

 

usually glabrous, rarely 
sparsely pubescent basally 
Flowering Jun-Jul. 

Stream banks, 
seepage, 
lakeshores, creeks, 
wet meadows, 
swamps, ponds; 
1200-3000 m 

 



Rudbeckia 
occidentalis 
Western 
Coneflower 

 

to 200 cm (rhizomatous, 
roots fibrous) 
Flowering summer-fall 

Open meadows, 
streamsides, seeps; 
1000-2800 m 

 
Panicum capillare 
Common Panic 
Grass 

 

Tufted annual grass; stems 
erect to decumbent, mostly 
20-80 cm long, usually 
much-branched and 
decumbent at base, less 
frequently erect and little 
branched; herbage hirsute 
or hispid, often bluish or 
purplish; pubescent at least 
at nodes. 
flowers June-September 

Found in moist soil, 
waste places, open 
spaces, and 
cultivated ground 
from 2,000-7,000 ft 
(610-2134 m) 

 
Sidalcea 
neomexicana 
Rocky Mountain 
Checkerbloom 

 

Erect perennial herb to 1 m 
tall, stems simple to 
branched, with scattered 
pubescence. 
Distinguished by its large 
palmately dissected leaves 
and terminal raceme with 
much larger petals than 
found in Sphaeralcea 
flowers June-September 

Found in moist soils 
of wet meadows 
and along 
watercourses from 
5,000-9,500 ft 
(1524-2896 m) 

 



Clarkia rhomboidea 
diamond clarkia 

 

  

 
Physalis longifolia 
Long-Leaf 
Ground-Cherry 

 

Perennial herb, 50-100 cm 
tall, from a rhizome; stems 
stout, erect, angulate-
striate, glabrous 
It is distinguished based on 
its long, narrow, unlobed 
leaves; it is glabrous or only 
sparsely hairy; and 
completely lacks glandular 
hairs 
flowers March-October 

Found in moist, 
disturbed ground, 
from 2,500-8,500 ft 
(762-2591 m) 

 
Pedicularis 
groenlandica 
elephanthead 
lousewort 

 

  

 



Veronica americana 
American-
Brooklime 

 

Perennial, aquatic to 
emersed, 5-35 cm tall; 
stems erect to ascending, 
usually decumbent at the 
base and rooting at the 
lower nodes, usually 
branched; herbage 
glabrous; rhizomatous 
flowers April-September 

Springs, slow-
flowing streams, 
lake margins, 
meadows, often 
rooted in saturated 
soils; 600-2900 m 

 
Euphorbia 
brachycera 
horned spurge 

 

Single stemmed or simply 
branching erect perennial 
forb, leaves and stems 
bright green, glabrous, 
stems more than 20 cm 
long 
he keys to this species are 
the branches of the 
inflorescence (or number of 
flowers [actually small 
inflorescences] arising from 
leafy bracts) mostly 3 
flowers May-September 

Found from 4,500-
7,000 ft (1372-
2134 m) 

 
Scirpus 
microcarpus 
panicled bulrush 

 

Coarse perennial from stout, 
creeping rhizomes, stems 
arising singly or a few 
together 60-150 cm tall, 
obscurely three sided 
flowers June-August 

Found on wet soils 
from 4,000-7,000 ft 
(1219-2134 m) 

 



Comandra 
umbellata 
Bastard-Toadflax 

 

Erect perennial, glabrous, 
rhizomatous herbs 7-50 cm 
tall, root-parasitic on many 
angiosperms; stems striate, 
branching freely at base, 
but sparingly above; 
rhizomes 1-5 mm thick, 
cortex bluish when fresh 
A perennial, rhizomotous 
parasite distinguished by 
the often whitish-gray-green 
(glaucous) foliage, thick, 
succulentish leaves 
flowers April-August 

Found on slopes, 
often rocky; 500-
8,500 ft (152-2591 
m) 

 
Ranunculus 
aquatilis 
white water 
crowfoot 

 

Aquatic perennial with 
glabrous stem 1-2.5 mm 
wide, 20-80 cm long, 
submersed or floating and 
rooting at the nodes, stems 
1-2.5 mm wide 
Distinctive for its minute 
buttercup white flowers 
poking above the surface of 
the water. 
lowers May-July 

Found in ponds or 
streams from 
4,500-9,000 (1372-
2743 m) 

 
Silene menziesii 
Menzies' campion 

 

perennial, with several-
many decumbent, 
sometimes cespitose or 
matted shoots; taproot 
slender 
Flowering throughout 
summer 

Common in open 
woodlands and 
forests, grasslands, 
gravelly places, 
river banks, 
mountains farther 
south; 200-3000 m 

 


